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ANNUNCIATION TO ZECHARIAH

(St. Luke 1:1-25)
Faithful in Silence: Trusting God’s Promises
in the Annunciation to Zechariah
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The beginning of the narrative of salvation unfolds through this Gospel
passage. It is here that God breaks the silence of centuries, speaking once
more through His angel to announce the birth of John the Baptist, the fore-
runner of Christ. This moment is not only about the birth of a prophet but
about God’s faithfulness in fulfilling His promises to His people. In the litur-
gical context of the Orthodox Church, this passage resonates with the themes
of preparation and expectation. It is a time when we, like Zechariah, are
invited to prepare our hearts to receive the message of God, a message that
brings hope, transformation, and renewal.

1. God’s Faithfulness in Our Waiting

The scene opens with Zechariah, a priest from the division of Abijah,
performing his duties in the Temple. Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth are
described as “righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the com-
mandments and statutes of the Lord” (Luke 1:6). Yet, they faced the heart-
ache of being childless, a reality that carried social and emotional weight in
their time. Despite their devout lives, they had been waiting for many years
for the gift of a child, a waiting that had likely seemed endless and unan-
swered. It is into this context of waiting and longing that the angel Gabriel
appears, announcing that their prayer has been heard. “Your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John” (Luke 1:13). This
declaration is a profound sign of God’s faithfulness, reminding us that even
in times of silence, God is working out His plan. The birth of John is not
merely a personal blessing for Zechariah and Elizabeth, but a pivotal mo-
ment in God’s redemptive history, as John is to “turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God” (Luke 1:16). This message of divine faithful-
ness connects deeply with the prophetic tradition of the Old Testament,
where God repeatedly promises to deliver His people, even when they face
long periods of waiting. We are reminded of Sarah, who bore Isaac in her
old age, and of Hannah, who cried out to God for a child and was blessed
with Samuel. These stories echo in the background as Zechariah stands
before the altar, a reminder that God’s promises are fulfilled in His time and
according to His wisdom.

In our own lives, we too face periods of waiting, where God’s answers
may not come as quickly as we hope. But this passage assures us that
God’s silence does not mean absence. He hears our prayers, and in His
time, He brings forth His plan, often in ways that exceed our expectations.
As St. Gregory the Great writes, “In those who are called by the Lord, the
delay is a trial of patience, and patience a preparation for the promise.”
Like Zechariah, we are invited to trust in God’s faithfulness, knowing that
He will fulfil His promises.

2. Responding to God’s Promise with Faith

When Zechariah receives the angel’s message, his response is one of
doubt: “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is ad-
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vanced in years” (Luke 1:18). His question reflects the natural human ten-
dency to measure divine possibilities by human limitations. Despite his years
of service and prayer, Zechariah struggles to believe that God could inter-
vene in such a miraculous way. Gabriel’s response is stern yet filled with
purpose: “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I was sent
to speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place” (Luke
1:19-20). Zechariah’s temporary silence is not merely a punishment, but a
time for him to reflect and prepare. It becomes a period where he learns to
trust God’s word beyond his own understanding. In this, we see a call to a
deeper faith; a faith that does not rely on visible signs but rests in the prom-
ises of God. The Orthodox tradition places great emphasis on the role of
silence in the spiritual life. Silence allows space for contemplation, for lis-
tening to God’s voice more clearly. Zechariah’s imposed silence becomes a
spiritual exercise, inviting him to move from doubt to faith, from questioning
to trust.

St. Athanasius the Great speaks to this kind of faith, saying, “Faith pre-
cedes understanding, for the mysteries of God are not apprehended by hu-
man reason but by a heart open to the divine will.” This moment in Zechariah’s
life calls us to examine our own response to God’s promises. Are we open
to the unexpected ways in which God may work in our lives, even when His
plans seem beyond our comprehension?

Let us see it as a call to trust in God’s faithfulness and to respond to His
promises with unwavering faith. Zechariah’s journey from doubt to belief
reminds us that God is patient with our struggles and that He uses even our
moments of doubt to draw us closer to Him. 0
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