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The meeting of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International Commission is
underway and is being hosted by the Armenian Apostolic Church - Holy See of
Etchmiadzin. Metropolitan Abraham Mar Stephanos and Fr. Dr. K. M. George
represented the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church. Metropolitan Stephanos
also serves as the co-Secretary to the commission along with Dr. Christopher
Wells of the Anglican Church.
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“Education is not filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire.” William Butler
Yeats. This renowned quote from W.B. Yeats, the celebrated Irish poet of
the twentieth century, eloquently captures the true essence of education.
Education is not merely the accumulation and transmission of information.
If it is reduced to the simple act of transferring data into the minds of stu-
dents, it becomes nothing more than the filling of a bucket, devoid of warmth,
inspiration, or guidance. No fire is kindled, no light illuminates the path of
life.

In creating the world, God endowed it with vast potential, gifting human-
ity with the diverse capacities to explore, understand, and unlock its myster-
ies. The pursuit of knowledge should clarify human perspectives and ex-
pand their horizons. When knowledge is acquired with depth and purpose, it
ignites the mind like a fire, casting light not only within but also outward to
others. The true flame of learning, once kindled, endlessly seeks more fuel,
ever yearning to radiate brighter. Learning, when nur- p=
tured with the right perspective, awakens an insatiable
thirst for knowledge—a thirst that drives one to share
wisdom with others, motivated by love and a genuine
desire for their well-being.

Three Modes of Learning According to St N
Ephrem the Syrian

St. Ephrem the Syrian, a great Church Father and
Spiritual Poet of the fourth century, speaks to us of j
three distinct approaches to learning: learning without
passion, learning with passion, and learning with awe
and wonder. We can observe these tendencies within
ourselves and others, shaping the purpose and atti-
tude toward learning in diverse ways.

At times, we find ourselves learning certain sub-
jects without any genuine interest, compelled by cir-
cumstances or external pressures. We may study sim-
ply to secure a job, sustain our livelihood, or obtain
academic qualifications, yet without any deep engagement in the process.
In such instances, learning becomes a tedious, uninspiring, and unproduc-
tive endeavour. There is a detachment from the knowledge acquired, leav-
ing the learner unfulfilled, with their potential for self-actualization dimin-
ished. St. Ephrem dismisses this impassionate approach to learning as both
unfruitful and empty, for it nourishes neither the mind nor the soul. True
learning, he suggests, must stir something deeper within us if it is to enrich
and elevate the human spirit.

The second approach to learning, as he describes, is one imbued with
passion. This method involves the learner eagerly gathering information and
diligently analyzing it to achieve a profound understanding of the subject. St.
Ephrem views this process as a passionate endeavor to master the object or
field of study with fervor. However, while this approach may transform the
learner into a determined conqueror, it often lacks the joy that comes with
genuine exploration. Though the knowledge acquired enriches the intellect
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of the seeker, it contributes little to the deeper
illumination of the soul.

The third and most magnificent way of learning is to engage with it
through awe and wonder. According to St. Ephrem, the learner has to ap-
proach the subject matter with genuine affection and curiosity, rather than
with feelings of detachment or alienation. He explains that wonder fosters
love for what we learn, enriching the pleasure of the learning experience.
Consequently, the process of learning transforms into a joyful adventure.
This approach instils a sense of responsibility in us, encouraging the careful
stewardship of the knowledge we acquire and fostering a mindset of joy-
fully sharing it with others.

Knowledge is a gracious gift from the Creator, en-
d trusted to us to understand its purpose and the proper
way to handle it. This is a vital principle to remember
as we engage in the learning process. While human
4 beings invent many things, the potential for any inven-
& tion already exists in the universe as created by God.

¥ us into lovers of knowledge, deepening our faith and
| awe in God’s might and love for us. Every acquisition

- of knowledge should lead to the strengthening of our
- convictions to uphold truth and extend love to others.
Moreover, it inspires us to glorify God’s love and grace
that flows throughout all creation.

The Interplay of Faith and Science

When we examine the advancements in science
and technology through the lens of faith, we can per-
ceive those innovations as manifestations of humanity's
quest to explore the potential and possibilities that God
has embedded within the universe. This perspective
invites us to consider that each scientific breakthrough is not merely a prod-
uct of human ingenuity but rather a response to a divine invitation to unlock
the mysteries of creation.

Moreover, this interplay between faith and science can inspire a deeper
sense of responsibility towards the ethical implications of our technological
advancements. By recognizing that these gifts are rooted in a greater pur-
pose, we are called to use our knowledge and skills in ways that honour the
divine and promote the welfare of all creation. In this light, the journey of
scientific discovery and learning become a sacred endeavour, guiding us
towards a more profound appreciation of the universe and our place within.
Each new insight we gain not only enriches our appreciation of the world
around us but also strengthens our faith and devotion to Him. Ultimately,
this knowledge inspires a greater sense of reverence and worship, drawing
us closer to the divine.

Q
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Introduction

Christianity has greatly influenced the world. The history of Christianity
is a significant area of academic study. The goal of historians is to uncover
and communicate historical information, and an aspect of that task involves
looking into the complexities of Christian history. Gaining knowledge of the
history of Christianity can help one better understand historical develop-
ments in politics, society, the economy, and culture. This paper is an intro-
duction to the necessity and key issues surrounding the study of the history
of Christianity in a post-truth era.

Importance of Studying the History of Christianity

The study of Christianity has developed into a distinctive interdiscipli-
nary field. Previously, it was referred to as "Church History" or "Ecclesias-
tical History." The phrase "History of Christianity" is widely used today to
refer to an exhaustive study of Christianity’s thought, practices, literature,
history, and culture. This academic study is vital for understanding the de-
velopment of the Christian Church and its faith, as well as the broader
impacts of Christian teachings and practices.

Historical accounts (narratives) play a vital role in shaping and maintain-
ing community identities. They foster a shared sense of past among mem-
bers. The writing, teaching, translating, and re-reading of history can culti-
vate a strong sense of belonging within communities. This is particularly
evident in the case of the St. Thomas Christians in India, who trace their
origins to the evangelistic activities of Apostle St. Thomas.

Studying history provides meaningful dialogue with society by providing
valuable lessons and insights that can address contemporary challenges and
opportunities. It helps individuals identify the various participants and influ-
ences involved in specific issues. It advances their understanding of com-
plex scenarios. In an ecumenical context, the study of history facilitates
better understanding among different Christian traditions and promotes ecu-
menical dialogues and ventures.

Interdisciplinary Studies

Academic research and discussion are necessary to fully comprehend
the subtle notions presented in primary and secondary sources about the
history of Christianity. Historians utilize different methodologies to strive for
"objectivity" while minimizing bias in their assessments. Multidisciplinary
research has become essential as academic circles recognize the inherent
diversity that has existed within Christianity since the beginning. Simple
models or singular theories are not sufficient to adequately explain the un-
folding of historical issues. This points out the necessity for an in-depth
approach. Therefore, historians realize that it is not feasible for any single
scholar to maintain expertise across all areas of historical research. This
understanding has transformed history into a heterogeneous academic arena,
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where collaboration across disciplines is highly valued.

In order to comprehend the complexities of Christianity and offer more
accurate explanations, historians are increasingly turning to interdisciplinary
studies. This shift has been triggered by the influx of new evidence, such as
the Dead Sea Scrolls from Israel, the Nag Hammadi library from Egypt,
and the Turpan Manichaean documents from China. The goal of current
efforts is to overcome the theoretical and methodological difficulties that
come with studying such a complex history. By employing interdisciplinary
methodologies, scholars are presenting surprisingly new insights and details
that improve our understanding of Christianity.

Studying historical contexts is essential for understanding how theologi-
cal concepts, practices, and canonical rules have evolved over time. Histo-
rians consider the influence of different characters and issues before start-
ing their analysis in a local context and working gradually towards a bigger
canvas. They aim to present the social, political, cultural, and economic
realities surrounding important events and movements. Likewise, historians
investigate how historical narratives are constructed and the limitations that
shape their work.

Today, historical scholarship narrated in dictionaries, handbooks, and
monographs is uniting a wide range of case studies and perspectives to help
readers in unfamiliar sub-specialties. These works do not aim to present a
monolithic interpretation of historical events. They admit their inherent limi-
tations of not covering every aspect of analysis in equal depth. As a result,
the term "histories" is preferred over "history" in the titles of these volumes,
reflecting the complexity of the subject. Historians work with social anthro-
pologists, philologists, and other disciplines to advance their analyses. Addi-
tionally, disciplines like archaeology, epigraphy, and numismatics contribute
valuable insights to historical research.

Challenges in Studying History

The past does not present itself as a clear or simple narrative. Every
historical narrative is a constructed interpretation. It is essential to differen-
tiate between fiction and nonfiction to provide an objective (or balanced)
perspective on each topic addressed. Historians face challenges when study-
ing complex subjects, especially if they do not use interdisciplinary methods.
Influential intellectual streams such as Marxism, feminism, post-modern-
ism, and post-colonialism have expanded the academic landscape. They
inspired a shift from traditional models of historical narration. This develop-
ment emphasizes the necessity for historians to rethink and modify their
approaches in accordance with diverse perspectives. The traditional narra-
tive frameworks have been obviously replaced by more advanced method-
ologies.

All perspectives and methodologies in historical study possess both ad-
vantages and limitations. Selectivity, bias, and subjectivity frequently creep
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into the work of historians, despite their best attempts to eradicate them.
Although historical sources and narratives make an effort to portray the
past "as it was," they are never able to fully capture every aspect of the
issues, characters, and significance. The inherent biases of historians un-
avoidably influence their interpretations and presentations. Consequently,
narratives are created by historians rather than being straightforward re-
flections of reality.

Distinguishing truth from fiction can often be challenging in historical
research. Because biases, aspirations, prejudices, and assumptions are
present in all sources. The notion of the historian's "innocent eye" is in-
creasingly recognized as difficult to maintain and defend. This awareness
highlights the complexities involved in interpreting historical events and their
narratives. Also, it is problematic to evaluate past perspectives and method-
ologies only through the lens of our current knowledge. Such an approach
risks imposing biases on historical research.

Prospects

There are numerous examples of historical disinformation, denial, omis-
sion, and deception regarding Christianity's history, traditions, practices, and
beliefs. Social media and the information age are major contributors to the
proliferation of myths and conspiracy theories, as they provide excellent
platforms for the dissemination of these kinds of stories. Because of this
context, history has been openly distorted in order to erase any negative
elements of the past for political, religious, and commercial reasons. Politi-
cal interference in textbooks, museums, conferences, and scholarships is
increasingly evident.

Those with vested interests propagate distrust of expertise. This ten-
dency can be seen from the politicization phenomenon in India, in which
specific agendas are promoted by manipulating historical narratives. Sadly,
the necessary academic objection against these disinformation efforts is
often weak and insufficiently vocal. Consequently, critical historical research
within Christian circles faces considerable reduction, limiting the discussion
around these crucial issues.

Today, many excellent institutions and faculties are dedicated to study-
ing and researching Christianity. They organize workshops and prepare
handbooks and volumes for publication. These institutions help scholars and
students gain closer access to manuscripts and primary sources. They fos-
ter collaboration among researchers from various countries. Their com-
bined efforts enable large-scale projects that advance the discipline. The
integration of Artificial Intelligence is transforming the scholarly language
and approaches of this generation, allowing for innovative methodologies.
Recent developments in the humanistic sciences, critical theory, and histori-
ography are being used by academics on a greater scale.

Every historical narrative is open to scrutiny and criticism, leading to the
challenge of previously accepted views. This shift has reduced the claims
of superiority associated with any particular historical event or movement.
Glorified, triumphant narratives are being rejected in favor of more complex
interpretations. The validity of chauvinistic or ethnocentric narratives is be-
ing questioned in light of critical analysis. The lines separating the past,
present, and future become less clear as researchers work to understand
history as a whole. In the end, interdisciplinary research reveals the com-
plete picture.

Conclusion

An abundance of information can be found in the history of Christianity.
It encourages a necessary dialogue between the past and the present. Many
people in today's post-truth world exhibit disinterest toward historicity and
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historical research. So it is essential to evaluate historical narratives using
rigorous academic methodology. This is especially true in light of the crisis
of trust that arises between mediocre Christians and atheistic circles. Every
Christian must understand the history of Christianity in order to fully com-
prehend their faith and way of life. Additionally, this understanding helps the
believers and their communities to practice, preserve, and transfer their
identities and heritage.

History, as memory, makes generations aware of important figures, places,
events, and movements that shape their identity. This awareness strength-
ens individuals' attachment and commitment to their communities. It also
fosters a sense of belonging to both the local community and the global
Christian community. Every Christian should take an active role in historical
study and discussion in the post-truth world of today.
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The Biennial Sunday School Students Camp NUHRO was held at
St. Mary’s School, Naroda hosted by St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathe-
dral — Ahmedabad from 30th October to 1st November, 2024. The
Theme of the Camp was “Walk in Purity” Psalms 119:9.
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SANCTIFICATION OF THE CHURCH (Koodosh Etho)
(St. Matthew 16: 13-23)

The Confession and the Cross:
A Journey of Revelation and Humility

@E? x

(Diocese of Delhi)

“Who do you say that I am?” asks Christ and Peter responds with his
confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This dialogue
takes place in Caesarea Philippi, a region known for its pagan worship and
worldly distractions. Amidst this setting, Peter’s declaration stands as a mo-
ment of divine revelation, offering a foundation for the Church’s faith. This
biblical passage sets the tone to the beginning of the liturgical year in the
Syrian Orthodox tradition. Koodosh Etho meaning “Sanctification of the
Church,” is a time when the Church collectively seeks spiritual renewal and
purification, preparing itself to be a worthy dwelling place for God’s pres-
ence. This season resonates with Old Testament themes of sanctification and
renewal, reminding us of the consecration of the Temple in 1 Kings 8 and the
prophetic calls to repentance in books like Isaiah. Just as the ancient Israel-
ites were called to purify themselves and renew their covenant with God,
Koodosh Etho invites us to renew our commitment to Christ and to under-
stand His divine nature more deeply.

1. A Confession Revealed from Heaven

Peter’s declaration, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus
affirms Peter’s insight by saying, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”
This statement emphasizes that Peter’s recognition of Jesus as the Messiah is
not the result of human understanding but a divine revelation. It is as if God
has pulled back the veil, allowing Peter to see the true identity of Christ.

This act of revelation mirrors the sanctifying work of Koodosh Etho,
where the Church seeks a deeper understanding of the divine mystery of
Christ. Just as Peter’s insight was a gift from God, so too are our moments
of spiritual clarity, when God’s truth is made manifest to us. St. John
Chrysostom captures this beautifully, teaching that “It is as though Christ
said, ‘My Father has revealed this to you, and has made you known to Me...
for you have not learned who I am from any human being, but from My
Father.”” This reminds us that our faith is not solely the result of study or
effort, but a divine gift that requires our openness to God’s grace.

In this moment, we see the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, such as
Isaiah 28:16, where God promises a “precious cornerstone” upon which His
people will build their faith. Peter’s confession aligns with the ancient hope
for a Messiah and establishes a foundation for the Church. Just as the conse-
cration of the Temple in the Old Testament was a moment of dedication to
God’s presence, Peter’s confession marks a turning point in the establish-
ment of the spiritual “Temple”, the Church built upon the rock of faith.

This also connects to the sacramental life of the Church, particularly the
sacrament of Baptism. In Baptism, we participate in Peter’s confession, ac-
knowledging Jesus as the Christ and entering into the new life that He offers.
Through the waters of Baptism, we are washed clean, just as Koodosh Etho
calls us to renew our hearts and live in holiness. It is a reminder that our
journey of faith begins with this confession of Christ as Lord and continues
through a life of commitment to the truth revealed by God.
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2. The Path of the Cross: A Revelation of Humility

Following Peter’s confession, Jesus begins to reveal the true nature of His
mission, saying, “The Son of Man must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things... and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” This revelation of the
suffering Messiah is difficult for Peter to accept, prompting him to say, “Far
be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” Jesus responds sternly,
“Get behind Me, Satan! You are a hindrance to Me, for you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

This moment challenges the expectations of the disciples and invites us to
embrace the paradox of the Cross. Peter, who had just confessed the divinity
of Christ, now finds himself resisting the idea of a suffering Messiah. This is
a reminder that true discipleship requires us to surrender our human under-
standing to God’s greater plan—a lesson that is deeply echoed in the spirit of
Yeldo, the celebration of the Nativity. During Yeldo, we celebrate the Incarna-
tion, the moment when God humbled Himself to become a child in the man-
ger. St. Gregory the Great offers insight into Jesus’ rebuke of Peter, explain-
ing, “What means this, that He said to him whom He had called ‘Blessed,’...
‘Get thee behind Me, Satan’? It is a rebuke, showing that Peter’s words in
contradiction to the Passion were unworthy.” This teaching reminds us that
to truly follow Christ, we must embrace the humility and self-giving love that
He exemplified.

The sacrament of Eucharist captures this mystery beautifully. In the Di-
vine Liturgy, we partake of Christ’s Body and Blood, participating in His
sacrifice and receiving the strength to follow Him on the path of the Cross.
The Eucharist is not just a commemoration of Christ’s suffering; it is an
invitation to live out His humility in our own lives, to serve others, and to bear
our own crosses with faith. It is through this sacrament that we are reminded
of our calling to embody the self-emptying love of Christ. This is also echoed
in the Old Testament’s emphasis on the role of suffering and purification. The
prophetic traditions, such as those of Isaiah 53, which speaks of the Suffer-
ing Servant, prepare us for the revelation of Christ’s mission. In the same
way, Koodosh Etho calls us to a season of spiritual preparation, inviting us to
enter into the mystery of Christ’s suffering and to allow His example of hu-
mility to shape our lives.

We are reminded that the path of discipleship is one of revelation and
humility. Koodosh Etho invites us to renew our confession of faith, just as
Peter declared, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This season
calls us to recognize the divinely revealed truth of who Christ is and to ground
our lives in that confession, just as Peter’s words became the foundation
upon which the Church is built. At the same time, Yeldo reminds us of the
humility of the Incarnation, where the path to glory is found through the way
of the Cross. As we prepare our hearts for the celebration of the Nativity, let
us remember that the Christ we worship is the same Christ who calls us to
follow Him in self-giving love and service to others.
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