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Fr. Sajoie Samuel

'Life comes from the mind' is a popular philosophy that has enchanted
various genres of human thinking. Long standing criticism leads to arthritis.
Long held resentment is the onset of tumors and cancer. The fear of money
shortage leads to lower back pain. High blood pressure has a long standing
emotional problem to be blamed. Self criticism and fear are fleeting reasons
for headaches. A stubborn ego and pride coupled with an inability to adjust is
believed to cause knee pain. Nursing old hurts is the harbinger to tumor.
Diabetes can be blamed for longing for what might have been. These are
some examples to throw light upon.

The panacea to all these ailments are forgiveness. And that is the crux of
this week's Evangelion portion. By being not angry with our kith and kin, we
are practicing forgiveness. By being soft spoken to our relatives we are sow-
ing seeds of love and care. By reconciling ourselves with our fellow beings
we are ensuring we are worshipping our Lord in the true spirit. Let's look at
the deeper interpretations of the Gospel portion.

I. LOVE IS THE TRUE SACRIFICE GOD EXPECTS FROM US

Have you ever wondered why the church exchanges the kiss of peace
before offering the eucharistic sacrifice in the Holy Qurbana? Nursing angry
grudes with men blocks, open community with God and makes true worship
impossible. This is why Adam and Eve were hiding from the presence of God
when the Almighty came out to meet them (Gen 03:10). God doesn't want us
to dilute our offerings, offered to Him by holding a grudge against our breth-
ren. God Almighty disregards His own honor solely that we might love one
another. Two clauses added in verses 23 and 24 mark the gravity of the
situation. He said, "If thy brother have aught against thee", and added nothing
more. Our brother might be right or wrong; our brother might have hurt us,
still we have to reconcile with him. Secondly, Jesus did not say, "If thou has
aught against him" but "If he hath aught against thee" hasten to reconcile with
him.

Introspection is the key when we are in the presence of God. If Cain had
introspected his feelings in God's presence, he would not have slain his own
blood (Gen 04). At the same time, introspection helped the Tax Collector to
gauge his spiritual decadence and offer his inner self to God (Luk 18:09).
Isn't looking back to ones deeds, a unique feature that God has blessed hu-
mans with? It helps us to make amends in where we have faltered in God's
presence. It is a double blessing for us as it helps us to not only mend our
ways with God, but also with our near and dear ones. So in the Holy Qurbana,
before we partake of the divine Body and Blood, God wants us to partake of
our earthly relations in a healthy manner.

II. BEINGAPOSTLES OF CHRIST, FOLLOW RIGHTEOUS ANGER
AND KEEP VIOLENT WRATH AT BAY

Once somebody asked a joker, "Why do you wear a mask?". To this ques-
tion the joker smiled and gave a simple but genuine answer: "Nowadays ev-
eryone wears masks. The only difference is, mine can be seen by all. Others
camouflage it". Anger is one of the masks we either put on or conceal when
we are in the presence of others. A masquerading demeanor is the order of
the day in an age that is ruled by social media. Modern cameras have manipu-
lated themselves to cater to human emotions. A flush of emotions make us
regret what we do or speak. It makes us bestial and inhuman.
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But is anger justified? If the situation warrants

so, then yes. Ephesians 04:26 says " Be angry, but sin not, do not let the sun
go down upon your wrath". When Jesus saw the temple being converted to a
marketplace, He did not contain His anger, but made His intentions clear by
driving them out and cleansing the temple (John 02:13-25). In another situa-
tion when someone (anonymous)slices the ear of the slave of the High Priest,
during His Passion, Jesus admonishes him and heals the slave. We need to
master our anger so that we can use it as per the situation. The church
fathers instruct us to wage a war of anger against the evil one. With fasting
and prayer we should retaliate against the evil that tries to destroye us. At the
same time we need to be on the lookout for unrighteous anger that only pins
us down in our spiritual journey.

One of the fundamental reasons for nursing anger towards others, is be-
ing not able to forgive them. We do have the liberty to call ourselves hypo-
crites if we fall in this category. Let us think deeply on this. We love ourselves
even after doing thousands of mistakes. Many times we are not able to live up
to our expectations and still we love ourselves. But the slightest error from
our near and dear ones, makes us hate them. If we can be so loving towards
ourselves, why can't we show the same love and consideration to others
when they wrong us?

III. RECONCILE WITH YOUR EARTHLY ADVERSARY NOW TO
BE RECONCILED WITH YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER

Verses 25 and 26 bring forth the image of the final Judgment that we are
wary of. Those who are unwilling to forgive their neighbour will be cast into
the eternal prison by God and they will never come out from there until the
demands of divine justice are fully satisfied even though to the smallest of-
fence. Many of us would agree to the situation when we had the opportunity
to deal with a situation but chose not to because of our pride and then it
snow-balled and became big enough and complicated that we found our-
selves and embroiled in it. Jesus exhorts us to avoid this and reconcile with
the adversary even when we have time because we might find ourselves in
gehana (Greek word for hell) with no way to escape.

Some believe the "adversary" to mean the devil and "the way" to mean our
life. The Lord is thus exhorting us: while you are still in this life give back to
the devil what belongs to him and be done with it so that later he will not be
able to accuse you of the same sin. For then he will hand over us to be
punished till we find ourselves at a dead end. We need to understand that this
passage also refers to human adversities and that the Lord is exorting us not
to get entangled in law suits lest we will be distracted from doing the works
of God. Hence even if we have been wronged, we need to avoid court pro-
ceedings but settle the dispute while still on the way. Otherwise we might
suffer something worse on account of the adversaries power.

NOTE: I would like to take this opportunity to thank God Almighty who
made me worthy to share my Evangelion thoughts for the past one year in
this esteemed publication. My heartfelt thanks to Metropolitan H. G. Dr. Yuhanon
Mar Diascoros and Very Rev. Ramban Philipose for giving me an opportunity
to spread the Word of God. Finally, a word of thanks to all my friends in
Christ who encouraged me for the same. May God bless us all.
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