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A Young Man and His Contorted

Understanding of Salvation
(Sixth Sunday After Feast of Holy Cross, Luke 18:18-27)
Fr. Sajoie Samuel

Once a poor boy wearing tattered cloths, disheveled hair, and a forlorn
face went to a telephone booth to make a phone call. He placed a penny on
the counter and dailed a number. For the next 5 minutes he was trying his
best to convince the hearer to give him a job. He was willing to do all
menial household chores from cooking to laundry, to doing the dishes, to
cleaning the lawn, etc. Both his parents were old and bedridden and were
under medication. He was the eldest of 5 children and they were all taken
care of by him. He was the sole breadwinner of the family. The booth
owner was listening to this conversation and his eyes welled up with tears
listening to the sorry plight of the boy. He decided that he would give a job
to the lad in his shop and help him.

Inspite of all requests from the poor boy, the hearer on the other end of
the phone just said one thing. "We already have a servant at home who is
doing great work and we are extremely satisfied with his work. We don't
need another servant". Hearing this the boys face lit up with satisfaction
and he cut the call. There was a twinkle in his eyes that perplexed the
owner. The booth owner offered to give a job to the boy. But the boy
refused. He was actually working in the home in which he had called right
now for work. The sole intention was to know from his employer, how his
work was and he was happy that his master was content with his work.

Though the rich young man had many flaws in his understanding about
God, we need to appreciate his attitude of wanting to improve himself spiri-
tually, in a better manner that would make him feel worthy of gaining eter-
nal life. Otherwise, not everyone consistently does what is correct, day in
and day out and at the same time to attain righteousness. When Jesus tells
him to sell all that he has and give it to the poor, the young man is sad and
goes away.

I. SALVATION IS ATTAINED ONLY THROUGH
REALISATION OF ONE'S SINS

The young man wanted salvation but his knowledge about the true iden-
tity of Jesus was incomplete. If he understood Jesus as the Savior who was
born into the world to absolve human race of their sins, he would not go
back empty handed. He approached the Lord as if the Lord was a teacher.
Therefore the Lord shows him that he ought know to approach him in this
manner saying "None is good, save one that is God". It means 'you called
me good why do you then also called me a teacher'?. He considered Jesus
as one among men and not as God. Jesus wanted to make him realise that
if He is good it is because He is God, and not approach Him as a man. But
if he thought Jesus was only a man He should only be called good. Because
in truth God is good and the source of goodness and the first cause of
goodness itself.

Also it is important to note how Jesus tried to make the young man
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realise his sins. The law remedies first those sins

which we fall easily and then those less frequent sins to which fewer men
fall. And so adultery and murder are mentioned the first because lust and
anger are difficult to control. But stealing comes from a less fierce passion
and bearing false witness occurs rarely. Therefore the law remedies first
those sins into which we fall most easily and which are more grave. But
since like stealing and bearing false witness are placed a second because
they lead a person less often to sin and are less grave than murder and
adultery. Sins against one's parents is mentioned the last of all as it is not
occurring on a daily basis. Because the young man said that he had kept all
these commandments from his youth, the Lord enjoins him to keep that
commandment which stands at the head of all: non-possession.

II. SALVATION IS RECIEVED THROUGH DIVINE HELP AND
NOT HUMAN ACTS

We see extensively how Jesus is guiding the protagonist to reach his
spiritual goal. Jesus holds his hands and guides his baby steps to help him
reach his spiritual destination. Verse 19 says "... AND COME, FOLLOW
ME". In the Greek text, the word follow, AKOLOUTHEI is in the present
imperative, implying a continous action. The verbs that Jesus uses before
this are sell (POLESON) and distribute (DIADOS). Both imply a single,
finite action. So Jesus wants him to follow Him in all things and not be
choosy about it. Because the ruler was rich, and a lover of money, Jesus
talks him through what he needs to do.

Again, it is noteworthy to see how Jesus reads his inner self. Jesus
knew that his intentions were sincere which made him 'sorrowful'. Had he
been questioning Jesus to entrap Him, it would have been easily seen through
by Jesus. The critics of Jesus, when refuted, would not take it lying down.
They would retaliate. So when we go to God's presence to intercede for
our salvation, He sees our inner self first and then does the required action.
But that was not the case with this young man. He had amassed his wealth
to enjoy himself in the future. The very thought of parting away from it,
made him sad.

Hence, Jesus is trying to liberate him from what has been pulling him
down. God wants the young man to be liberated. For this purpose the Sav-
ior did something really smart. Jesus gave him a list of commandments, but
purposely did not include the last one: "Thou shall not covet". Jesus knew
that covetousness was his Achilles Heel. He was now giving him a chance
to recognise it and reclaim himself. The young man had a unique problem.
It wasn't that this man possessed riches. Rather, riches possessed him and
made him vulnerable. So God plays an active role in our salvation. We
cannot attain it all by ourselves. We need a gentle push (or a harsh one)
from Him to bring our life on track.
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