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Church Calendar

This week's Evangelion portion brings us to the final public sermon of
Jesus Christ before His passion and crucifixion. Jesus does by no means
sugar coat His final words to His critics, namely the Pharisees and the
Scribes. He never spoke or acted in a manner to appease His listeners.
Hence harsh words like blind guides, whitewashed tombs, fools are used to
address the Pharisees by Jesus. Why does Jesus speak in a blunt manner
to them? Had they erred so grievously in God's sight? Let's find out.

I. THE GOODNESS OF GOD LEADS HUMANS TO REPEN-
TANCE

Jesus is in this passage, indulging in a scathing criticism to the Pharisees
and Scribes. They were seated on the throne of Moses which was the
epitome of authority and power. But they were not practising what they
were preaching. It was more of an outward show off, than an inner trans-
formation. They risked misleading the common man from what were the
true precepts of the Kingdom of God. Hence, they were belittling the power
that was vested in the lawmaker Moses. They could have been the bea-
cons of change in the Jewish society. Instead, they could not be followed or
be an inspiration to others.

This attribute of God is well highlighted by St. Paul in his epistle to
Romans 02:04. God showers His grace and love on us so that we can mend
our ways and turn to Him. But God works in wondrous ways that are not
comprehendable by mortals. Some among humans would also be saved by
fire (1 Cor 03:15). It speaks about how God goes on to any extent to save
humankind from eternal damnation. Otherwise why would God, the Su-
preme King of the universe discuss His plans about destroying the evil
masses of Sodom and Gomorrah with a mere common man like Abraham.
It's because God is setting in front of us His measure of self emptying
Himself to save humans from eternal damnation.

God's love and grace are greater motivation to sinners than the fire of
hell and salvation. The public ministry till Chapter 23 we see Jesus love to
His people. Hence the Prodigal Son's father accepts the confession of
mistake of his son. The king forgives the debt of his subordinate who owed
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THE LAST SERMON

(Fifth Sunday after Feast of Holy Cross, Matt 23: 1-12)
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him 1000 coins. So what does this mean? We who
have been blessed by our Lord to share the Good
News to one and all are to share God's love in
transforming them to God's love. But if they have made their hearts of
stone and don't budge, then God would make them feel His authority sans
affection. The sinful lady might have erred in human eyes, but in God's
sight she was not to be condemned.

II. THE TRUE PARAMETERS OF A RABBI

Jesus does not prohibit one from being called a teacher but rather he
prohibits the passionate desire to be called so and the eager pursuit of
every possible means to acquire the name. We are not to strive for titles but
do justice to the position that we have. For the dignity of the office of
teacher belongs chiefly to God alone. When we run behind titles we are
jeopardising the deeds that we need to do to vouch for the title we own.
Sitting in the seat of Moses the Pharisees were more wanting to get posi-
tion and power among people so that they could operation even more by
forcing them to obey unwanted loss. They were bringing a bad repute to
the name of the patriarch Moses.

As per Jesus that true qualities of a leader are two pronged. Firstly, he
avoids being elevated to a title and secondly, accepts lonely tasks. In this
Jesus Himself was the true example by which He avoided the titles and
honours that people around Him showered upon him. He instead chose to
humbly keep Himself away from such honours and instead became a ser-
vant by cleaning His disciple's feet. Rather than being aloof from sinners
and social outcasts, he dined with the sinners, touched leopards and
downplayed societal norms to provide succour to those on the margins of
the society.

To conclude, Jesus ended his last sermon pronouncing eight woes. Let's
recollect how Jesus began His public ministry: by pronouncing eight bless-
ings in the form of the Beattitudes. These blessings culminate in eight woes
so that those who would not budge from their transgressions by hearing
them, would be disturbed by hearing of these warnings.
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