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Church Calendar

SUMMONING THE DISCIPLES
(Second Sunday after Denaha, John 01:43-51)

Fr. Sajoie Samuel

Jesus selecting His disciples for His public ministry is well accounted
for in all four Gospels. Just as today a believer has the freedom to select
whichever denomination s/he wants to worship in, similarly in those days a
person could select his/her teacher or rabbi according to his/her choice. St.
John the Apostle, the forerunner of Jesus, had his own set of disciples who
followed his teachings. So in John 01: 35 and 36, the Baptizer points out
Jesus to his discipes and they immediately follow Him.

The Gospel portion for the Second Sunday after Denaha is taken from
John 01: 43-51. In Galilee Jesus meets Philip who belonged to Bethsaida
along with Peter and Andrew. Philip then communicates his joy to Nathaniel
about having met Jesus. Initially, Nathaniel is skeptical until he interacts
with Jesus and then changes his rhetoric. Jesus then promises him that he
will see great things if he trusts.

The Church remembers the martydom of St. Stephen, the first martyr
on January 08th and St. Gregory of Nyssa on 10th.

I. GOD CONSTANTLY SEEKS US

John 15: 16 says "You have not chosen me; but I have chosen you".
Isaiah 49:16 says "Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hand..."
Such is God's love for us that to save humankind from the shadow of sin,
He sent His patriarchs, judges, prophets, kings, priests and His own dear
Son so that we would be reconciled to Him. In this Gospel portion we see
the seeking love of God for His masses.

God created humans in His own image and likeness so that we could be
like Him. So St. Augustine says "Thou has created us for Thyself, and our
heart is not quiet until it rests in Thee". The difference between human
seeking and divine seeking is appalling. Humans get dejected when they
fail, but in God's case, even if we sin, He still seeks us. So when Adam and
Eve hid from God, He sets out to seek them. Cain's blood filled hands
cannot deter God from seeking him.

I1. JESUS MELTS AWAY OUR PREJUDICES AND GIVES
USHOPE

When Nathaniel is told about Jesus of Nazareth, he instantly refutes
him by asking if any good can come from Nazareth? His prejudice towards
the place stops him from accepting the good news that he and all of Israel
was eagerly waiting for. We several times fall prey to such prejudices and
fail to accept the good tidings coming our way. But Jesus, optimist as He is,
talks Nathaniel out of his ignorance.

Jesus turns our negative barren thoughts to positive fertile realities. Having
refuted the concept of Jesus coming from Nazareth, within a matter of
seconds, Jesus makes him address Him as Rabbi, Son of God and King of
Israel. Moreover, Jesus also promises him that he will see greater things
than what he intended to. So in Jesus, a glimmer of positive hope leads us to
a whole new horizon of possibilities.

III. DONT LET PRE-CONCEIVED NOTIONS HAMPER
YOUR SPIRITUALITY
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George Bernard Shaw once said "Beware of false knowledge; it is more
dangerous than ignorance". Our pre-conceived notions are like a haze leading
to blurring of our understanding of reality. Nathaniel was prey to this and it
paralysed his thinking until Jesus converses with him. Nathaniel was a man
of good learning and he was waiting for the redemption of Israel. The
reference to fig tree shows the old tradition of Israel to learn the Scriptures
by sitting under it (Micah 4:5, Zechariah 03:10).

Our notions not only pull us down, they also discourage others from
believing. Hence we become the cause of our downfall and also of others.
It is to these notions that Jesus Christ asks Nathaniel to put to rest and
believe by which he could see heaven open and angels ascend and descend.
Jesus Christ is inviting him to see what was seen as a majestic spectacle
that happened in the past.

IV. WAIT ON THE COMING OF THE LORD

Nathaniel and Philip teach us a big lesson. They waited with hope and
trust about the coming of the Messiah. Inspite of no clear evidence about
when the Messiah will appear, still they were enthusiastic amongst
themselves to wait for His coming. The fact that they are referring to
Moses and the prophets shows their in- depth knowledge in the Scriptures.

A majority of the parables focus on we preparing for the Second Coming
of the Lord. Nathaniel waited for His Master with all chastity and purity.
That is why Jesus calls him an Israelite sans guile. And when we are without
guile like Nathaniel, Jesus promises to make us see things that far exceed
our understanding of divine authority.

V. THE OMNIPRESENT NATURE OF GOD

Jesus had observed Nathaniel sit under a fig tree and study the Scriptures
without the latter's knowledge. This played a key role in the faith foundation
of the apostle. For the next three and a half years of His public ministry,
Jesus touched lives of thousands of people as He was omnipresent. The
Psalmist says in 23:04 says "Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your
staff, they comfort me".

When we are aware of the divine presence of God to be with us, it gives
us a feeling of security which shields us from all harm and danger. The
thought that Nathaniel was being watched by God, made him believe in the
Savior. This spiritual nourishment helped him to turn thousands to God after
the resurrection of Jesus.

To conclude, each one of us are the disciples of God. We need to spread
the divine message to one and all so that, we can prepare for the Second
Coming of our Lord. Let us keep aside all our prejudices, believe in the
power of God who constantly seeks us and loom forward to the Second
Coming of our Lord. May the prayers of St. Stephen and St. Gregory of
Nyssa be a strong fortress for us. Q
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