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...Thus for instance, if, as, above, one Bishop returns with a consider-
able part of his clergy and flock, the Holy See will be inclined to retain
him under its own immediate jurisdiction. In further eventual organisation
of hierarchy alone Catholic lines, their can, of course, be no question of a
synodal form of episcopal government, nor can any hopes be entertained
for the retention of a position or title like that of “ Catholicos’ which is
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al. aIge@el@d OladVIN @03 BlaImmoadleIa HA(@ICq o]
OMOVYHS HENICIGY COEN|SIOT VBT T(ald:00206M. ...
On Sept. 15, 1912 he effected in India the restoration of the
Catholicate of the East through H.H. Patriarch Abdul Messiah 11
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GOIQ0EM MVY(U0}aUWTIIGE BLIEHO HRD(@ICAILIOMI TVAOHHIBEAH:MO
o)) ag)am) aV)ailaflafigiens.
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@)S) @3 AlQI0EBU3L

1. 22180 AVRV2IGI®aneImsagd, Orthodox Theological Seminary
175th Year Celebrations Souvenir 1990, pp. 299 - 316

2. (BlavomiBomlomon) @2)aio: Allw &Le1nNz0)e8)o @PmI3
6138)o, BEMOOD MWANNBS 2000 (Gald 18-22).
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A BNV D IOTIOWR  @RYAUNIHOME)Cla] af)eenoeianoe aflam
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MYQIMNE M@ @B @RYOoE]a)). BO) GHOCMILNGHIEWI, A(alOMIEWI D
MRWIG3 ©NBOG)ANMIM) GAINEl @REMMY06Y ald(@]lWAHs T
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gloal oa(@0od @RWIB00OMIG3 AUSAM ald(@IWAHHIMVMIAB ag)am
MO20 af)S}AN) 0N @)S6BE]. (HEREM @EBBUH) 2 QMBS AILNEWOI)
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TheMalankara Orthodox Syrian Church:
Historical Sdf - Under standing and
| dentity Some Ecumenical
Congderations

Fr.Dr.K. M. George

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, together with all churches be-
longing to the Nazarani Christian community of Kerala, tracesitsorigin to
the work of St. Thomas the Apostle of Christ who is believed to have ar-
rived at the ancient seaport of , Kodungalloor (Crangannore) on the Malabar
coast in CE 52. In writing about the history and identity of the ancient
Christian community in Indiaone hasto deal with thefigure of St. Thomas
both historically and symbolically. While most historians of the west inthe
colonial period doubted the authenticity of the St. Thomas story, the Chris-
tian community in Keralaclungtoit aspart of its most sacred and cherished
tradition. Here one hasto look critically at the dominant historiography as
devel oped in the European west and as applied to the non-western world in
order to grapple with theissue of early Christianity in India.

Inthisbrief articlel shall mentionthemajor historical landmark inthelife
of the Malankara Orthodox Church and point out some of the key method-
ological problems we confront in retelling our history and defining our
identity. Thisis donein an ecumenical spirit remembering that the ancient
Christian community in India was one body, one family and one church
until the arrival of the Portuguese in the 16th century who came as traders
and as missionaries of the Roman Church but soon became colonial and
ecclesiastical overlords. With their occupation of thisancient Eastern Church
started a series of unfortunate divisions that plague us till this day. The
present writer fervently hopes that the lost unity of the St. Thomas Chris-
tians would be restored in the 21st century.

Nameand Family

The name of the church appears in formal documents as Malankara
Orthodox Syrian Church under the Catholicate of the East. The Catholicos,
the head of the Church now resides at the headquarters of the Church at
Devalokam, Kottayam, Kerala, India. (The present Catholicosis HisHoali-
ness Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews I1. The title Mar Thoma meaning St.
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Thomas appears formally with the name of every Catholicos in order to
signify the apostolic successior: and the continuity of the apostolic seat
from Thomasthe Apostle of Christ).

The Church isvariously and popularly referred to as Malankara Sabha
in Malayalam, as The Indian Orthodox Church by some of itshistorians, as
the Syrian Church in some non-Christian circles, asthe Jacobite Church by
the undiscriminating members of some other Churches. Greeks and other
Eastern Orthodox sometimes refer to this church as the ancient Church of
Malabar.

The Malankara Orthodox Church is a founding member of the World
Council of Churches in 1948 and is in the family of Oriental Orthodox
Churches with the Coptic, Syrian, Armenian, Ethiopian and Eritrean
Churches. The Church, together with other Oriental Orthodox, isadialogue
partner with the Eastern Orthodox Churches of the Byzantineliturgical fam-
ily since 1967, unofficially with the Roman Catholic Church under the aegis
of the Pro Oriente Foundation since 1971 and officially with the Roman
Catholic Church since 2002. Thereisalso an officia bilateral dialoguegoing
on between the Malankara Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church in
India since 1986. The Church is also participating in dialogues with the
Anglican Church, the EKD or thefederation of Protestant Churchesin Ger-
many and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. The first division in
the one church of St. Thomas in India occurred during the occupation of
the church by the Portuguese. The Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama
landed on the Keralacoast in 1498. Thereal division occurred after themid
17th century, precisely after the historic pledge of the Coonen Crossin 1653
when the Christian community rose in protest against the Portuguese and
the Roman Catholic colonial domination of the ancient Christians of St.
Thomas. The history up to this point is common to all presently different
churches that were one and the same church in the pre-Portuguese period.
But in narrating this story some of these churchestaketheir later ecclesias-
tical connections and attribute them anachronistically to the earlier period
of Indian Christianity. Thisis a serious methodological fallacy. The com-
mon knowledge handed on to the successive generations arises from the
strong conviction that the Indian Christians of St. Thomaswere anindepen-
dent local church (local inthetechnical ecclesiological senseinwhichitis
used in early Christian ecclesiology. In this sense the Church of Rome, the
Church of Alexandria, the Church of Antioch and so on are all local inde-
pendent churches but inter dependent in faith and sacramental commun-
ion).
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The Malankara Orthodox Churchisdeeply awarethat the St. Thomas
tradition has been kept unbroken in spite of the vicissitudes of history and
the various contacts, both friendly and unfriendly, with the ancient Church
traditions outside Indialike Persian, Roman, Syrian and Anglican. We can
legitimately say that the community always silently assumed in its self -
understanding three elements:

(& thechurchin Indiawas founded by St. Thomas the apostle and is
apostolic like any other church in the world founded by Peter, Paul and
other apostles.

(b) Thechurchinlndiais Easterninitsethosand worship and isclearly
distinguished from the Latin/Western tradition. This awarness of distinc-
tion dawned on them when they first met the Latin West through Portu-
guese colonial conquerors.

(c) The Church is fully self-governed by its own local heads and is
rooted in the social and cultural soil of India.

This awareness always remained latent in the mind of the Church, and
there was no challenge to it from any quarters before the arrival of the
Portuguese Roman Catholics. It became articulate and explicit beginning
with the resistance at the forced Synod of Diamper called by the Portu-
guese Roman Catholic Archbishop Menezesin 1599. The resistance, how-
ever, had been suppressed by the iron hand of the colonial master for more
than half acentury, but it exploded in the 1653 uprising of the Coonen Cross
Oath.

The oral tradition and folklore of the Church had always celebrated the
founding of seven churchesin Keralainthe Malabar / Malankararegion on
the South West Coast of India, presently known as Kerala. Some of these
historical siteslike Niranam are till venerated as centers of the early church
inIndia Inthe sameway thevarious Christian familiesin Keralatracetheir
family tree back to the four familiesin which St.Thomas was believed to
have established priesthood through laying on of hands in order to con-
tinue the ministry of Christ in India. These so-called folk traditions are
integral to the self-understanding and identity of the Malankara church. In
fact the members of the ancient Christian community, irrespective of their
present church affiliation, firmly share this deep conviction. This provides
a common ground for the self-understanding of the presently separated
churches which emerged from the undivided tradition of 1653 years or so.

Thisshows, in ecumenical termsthat the present division of St. Thomas
Christians is a rather recent one and is fomented and sealed by the
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intervention of colonial and ecclesiastical interventionsfrom Christian cen-
ters outside India as mentioned above.

Spiritually and liturgically the ancient Indian church in the medieva
period before the Portuguese era was with the Persian church.

Apparently this was a cordial relationship that fully respected the au-
tonomy / autocephaly of the Indian church and its particular cultural con-
text. The Persian Church in the Mesopotamian region became associated
with the name of Nestorius; Patriarch of Constantinople who was con-
demned as a heretic at the Council of EphesusinA.D.431. Thisincidentin
the 5th century happening within the Roman Empire did not affect the repu-
tation of the Persian church flourishing in the Mesopotamian region and
reaching out in an amazing missionary enterprise to several countries in
Asia up to China. There is no evidence that the St. Thomas Christians in
Indiawere aware of the political and ecclssiastical implications of theissue
of Nestorius and the Persian church’s association with that name. For the
Indians the connection was primarily liturgical and pastoral. The doctrinal
and political ramifications of an event that happened in the far away Roman
Empirein the 5th century were not probably known to them or irrelevant to
their solid self understanding and heritage as the Christians of Thomas, the
Apostle of Christ. Syriac language in its Eastern version was known to the
Church only through the liturgical tradition. The Christian spiritual and
ascetic tradition familiar to the clergy and the people were smoothly in
agreement with some of the best spiritual practices of ancient Indian re-
ligions of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism. The community affairs were
conducted under the leadership of the clergy. Thereisno evidence that any
bishop coming from the Persian tradition ever interfered with the freedom
and self-government of the Indian Church.

Parting Ways

The Malankara Orthodox Church in its historical self - understanding
claims abides by the Oath of the Coonen Cross of 1653. Thiswasthe upris-
ing of the Nazarani Christian community against the Portuguese / Roman
Catholic colonial domination of their ancient, independent, Eastern Church
inIndia. Inthe dramatic act of holding on to thelong rope tied to the stone
crossin Mattanchery near Cochin, thousands of Malankara Christianstook
the solemn pledge that they would never go back under the yoke of Rome
and the Portuguese. This was the declaration of independence of Indian
Christiansfrom foreign political and ecclesiastical colonialism. Essentially
thiswasthefirst organized self - affirmation of the Indian Christian commu-
nity against all forms of alien domination.
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Although almost all of the Nazarani parishes then existing took part in
the Coonen Cross, alarge number of them were gradually lured away from
their position of resistance back to the “old loyalty” or “ Pazhaya Coor”
(ie.. 53 Years of complete subjugation to Portuguese and Roman Catholic
rule) by the concerted efforts of Carmelite missionaries sent by Rome. People
who stood by their really old loyalty, that is, the pre-Portuguese and pre-
Roman Catholic tradition were called “Puthen Coor” (new loyalty) prob-
ably because they sought to restore their Eastern Church connections.
Thisisironic, but can be understood in the colonial context. No wonder the
imperial might of the Roman church and the colonia power of the Portu-
guese could easily interpret in their favour the history of a tiny Indian
community in such away that insiders could be made outsiders and real
heirs could be called fal se claimantsand vice versa. Thisisamajor historio-
graphical problem for the Malankara Church. The way they crushed the
total opposition of an ancient, indigenous Christian community in Indiain
the 17" century to impose foreign rule and doctrine bears witness to the
tremendously oppressive colonial power of the rising West vis-a -vis the
rest of the world, and the sad plight of the native communities in Asia,
Africa and the Americas. Western Christianity, both Catholic and Protes-
tant, wasawilling collaborator and beneficiary intherise and expansion of
European empireall over the earth.

Soon after the event of Coonen Cross the Indian Nazarani community
consecrated the head of their community Archdeacon Thomas as a bishop
with thetitle Mar Thoma. The very title of Mar Thoma they chose for their
new spiritual and temporal head was ample evidencefor thereal conviction
and feelings of the Indian Christian community. The Portuguese rulers and
the Jesuit and Carmelite missionaries all had tried to wipe out the deep
conviction of the Indian Christians about their apostolic rootedness in the
Thomas tradition and their autonomy and indigenous character.

True children of the vigorous Counter Reformation and aggressive co-
lonial and missionary movements, these Roman Catholicsearnestly attempted
to supplant the conviction of the Indian Christians with the medieval Ro-
man Catholic concepts of Petrine primacy, universal church, universal pa-
pal jurisdiction over all Christiansand so on. They highlighted the“Law of
Peter” over against the “Way of Thoma® (Thomayude margam). They had
no knowledge of the indigenous forms of Eastern Christianity nor any re-
spect for the “dark skinned, barbarian” people outside of the west Euro-
pean region. The significance of the Coonen Cross and the later division of
the one Indian Church to Pazhaya Coor and Puthen Coor hasto be under-
stood in the light of these circumstances.
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ANewTurn

The line of the indigenous Mar Thoma bishops continued in the tradi-
tion of the Puthen Coor people (later known as - the Orthodox /Jacobite
Church). Faced with the imposing power and threat of the Portuguese /
Roman church, the community leaders wrote to several Eastern Patriarch-
ates like Alexandria and Antioch to bring them help against the western
invaders. Thusin 1665 cameAbdul Jaleel Gregorios, abishop from Jerusa-
lem belonging to the West Syrian Patriarchate of Antioch. He began to
introduce the practices of the West Syrian Church in India, a process com-
pleted over the next two centuries by successive bishops from the Syrian
Orthodox Churchin the Middle East visiting Malankara.

Thetitle Mar Thomawas changed to Mar Dionysius by another Syrian
bishop Mar Gregorios who re - consecrated Mar Thoma V1 in 1770. Once
again we seethe efforts of foreign prelatesto mask or eradicate thetradition
of St. Thomas symbolized by thetitle Mar Thoma. They invariably seeit as,
athreat to their authority and dominion. We will seethiscolonial interest to
keep the Indian church under subjugation reemerging in various formsin
therelationship of the Malankara Church with the Syrian Orthodox Church
of Antioch until today.

Although the title Mar Thomas was out of use for over a century and
the title Malankara Metropolitan became prominent, especially for legal
purposes, the former title was resumed by the Catholicate of the East in the
20th century.

The Mission of Help

The arrival of the Anglican Missionaries at the beginning of the 19th
century, and their proposal of the “Mission of Help” apparently to rein-
vigorate the ancient Malankara Church had far reaching consequences for
the unity of the Church. Under the spell of the British colonial rule, Kerala
witnessed an all round renai ssancein education and social order. Thefound-
ing of the Kottayam College, presently known as Old Seminary or Orthodox
Theological Seminary at Kottayam by Pulikottil Joseph Mar Dionysiusll in
1815 with the help of the British Resident Col. Munro and the Travancore
Royal family wasamajor landmark in the cultural history of Kerala.

The collaboration between the British missionaries and the Malankara
Church came to an end in 1836 with the Mavelikara Synod where the
Malankara Church rejected the proposals of Bishop Wilson of Calcuttafor
‘reforming’ the Church. However, the Protestant teachings of the Mission-
aries of the Church Missionary Society so influenced Abraham Malpan, a
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teacher of theology at Old Seminary that he began to edit the Eucharistic
liturgy according to the theol ogical principles of Protestant Reformationin
Europe. This led to a crisis. After many years of bitter controversy and
litigation, the Mar Thoma Church was formed in the latter part of the 19th
century thus dividing the Malankara Church once again.

The Syrian Connection

In the fight with the Portuguese, and the British, with the Roman Catho-
lic and Anglican Protestant missionary enterprises, the Malankara Church
sought the help of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch in order to main-
tain its eastern and apostolic character. Some of the bishops who arrived
fromthe Middle East were very committed to the cause of Ma ankara Church.
The Church is very grateful to them, for their sincere spiritual efforts to
pastorally help the Indian Church. Unfortunately not all of them had the
same pastoral intention. Some of the Syrian prelates began to exploit the
muddled situation in the Indian Church and catered to their desire for lord-
ing over the Indian Church. The 19th century al so witnessed the beginning
of achain of unfortunate litigation within the Malankara Church. Though
details vary in each instance of the court case, there were common ques-
tionsin the mind of the community likethefollowing:

Has the Patriarch of Antioch any authority of jurisdiction over the
Malankara Church?

Who has the power of temporal authority over the parish churches and
their property - the Malankara Metropolitan or the foreign bishops del-
egated by the Patriarch?

What is the basis of the identity of the autonomy and identity of the
Malankara Church? In what ways can it befully expressed and realized?

The answers received from various quarters, both directly and indi-
rectly, can be generally indicated asfollows:

Firstly, in the circumstances of the Malankara Church in the 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries no one raised the issue of the authority of the Patriarch
of Antioch, because the Church was in alife and death struggle, first with
the Portuguese / Roman Catholic invaders, and then with the British / Prot-
estant colonial reformers. The Syrian Church of Antioch wasinvited to help
the Indian Church. It was clear in the minds of those Indian leaders who
invited theforeign prelatesthat they were guests of the Malankara Church.
According to the best of Indian hospitality tradition guest - host relation-
shipisonly politely assumed and not explicitly stated. Every timeaforeign
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bishop conducted himself against this understanding there was simmering
resistance in the minds of the leaders of the Malankara Church. It wasin
1876 that the Patriarch Peter |11 decided to visit the Indian Church in the
context of the fight between the Malankara Church and the Reform party.
The Patriarch felt that his authority would be undermined if he did not act.
The Synod that the Patriarch convened at Mulanthuruthy in 1876 was a
crucial landmark in the organizational history of the Malankara Church.
While acknowledging the positive organizational aspects, one should note
that the Patriarch could affirm hisdirect jurisdiction over the Indian Church.
He considered the ancient Malankara Church as some sort of an Archdio-
cese of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch and subdivided it into seven
dioceses. Later Patriarchs generally followed this line, and continued to
affirmtheir direct jurisdictional power over the Indian Church.

The Malankara Church now woke up to the fatal consequences of this
patriarchal claim. The Church had barely escaped the colonial clutches of
Rome and the British. Now they found themselves in a new situation of
subjugation to the Syrian prelateswho were originally considered as broth-
ers in faith, helpers and collaborators coming from a sister Church. The
waking up process slowly expressed itself in the deep desire for an Indian
Catholicos as the head of the Indian Church and symbol of the apostolic
autonomy and indigenous identity of the Malankara Church.

Secondly, though the Malankara Church conceded a brotherly spiritua
and pastoral care of itsfaithful by the foreign bishops (they wereinvited to
do s0), there was absolutely no doubt in the mind of its leaders about the
autonomy of the Malankara Church. The Malankara M etropolitans under-
stood themselves as heads and rulers of the Church in the succession line
of Archdeacons and Mar Thoma Bishops. Gradually, however, the Syrian
bishops and Patriarchs understood themselves, as in any colonial situa-
tion, asthe rulers of the Malankara Church. They expected the Malankara
Metropolitans, or later Catholicoses, to behave astheir subordinates. While
the Indian Metropolitans and Catholicoses asserted their community’s
selfunderstanding of the succession of the apostle Thomas and explicitly
affirmed the freedom and identity of the Indian Church, the Patriarchs be-
gan to underminethe very tradition of St. Thomas and used spiritual weap-
onslike excommunication of the Indian |eaders. For example, theinfamous
bull No. 203 (June 1970) of Patriarch Yakoob |11 stating that St. Thomaswas
not a high priest, and not even priest, because he was absent when Jesus
commissioned the apostles, were targeted at the apostolic claims of the
Indian Church, (“...for hewas not apriest asit isevident form the gospel of
St. John 20:21-24. As he was not a priest how did he become high priest?’,
asked Patriarch Yakoob I11).
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Unfortunatley, like the Portuguese and the British, the Syrians also suc-
ceeded in further dividing the Malankara Church, because one section of
the Church, though aminority, supported the uncanonical claims of Patriar-
chal authority over the Indian Church and agreed to the Patriarchal act of
totally trivializing the venerable Indian heritage of St. Thomas and humili-
ating the great leaders of the Indian Church through such illegitimate acts
like excommunication.

(It should be remembered that when the Syrian Antiochian Church came
into contact with the Malankara Church from 1665 and onwards, the Syrian
Church, in spite of its glorious past, wasasmall, poor, scattered and illiter-
ate community in the Middle East under the oppressive Muslim rule of the
Ottoman Turks. It was always apoint of pride for them that they could rule
over achurch in Indiawith afar larger number of faithful than their own,
over acommunity that was socially superior, economically strong and politi-
caly free. Peoplein Indiareceived these bishops with generous hopitality
and devotion simply because of the latter’s spiritual garb and fair skin! A
similar situation prevailed in the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church with re-
spect to the white Latin / European bishops who ruled over them until the
end of the 19th century. The well-known fulminations of aprominent 17th
century Syro-Malabar clergyman like Paremakkal ThomaK athanar against
the arrogance of such white skinned European clergy and how they treated
the dark-skinned Indians are worth remembering here.)

The Catholicate, Symbol of Freedom and
Autocephaly

The event of momentous importance in the history of the Malankara
Church after the Coonen Cross Oath of 1653 was the instituting of the
Catholicatein 1912. Thiswas not a sudden happening, but the climax of a
long process of awakening in the Indian Church ever since the Portuguese
occupation of the Church. All the aspirations of the community to express
itsidentity and apostolic freedom culminated in the Catholicate. The ques-
tion whether itisa“re-establishment” of the persian Catholicate of ancient
days or “establishment” of an independent Catholicate as the symbol of
the identity of the ancient Church of St. Thomasin Indiaisirrelevant to a
large extent. We cannot ignore the historical aspects of such an institution
nor can we underestimate its actual missionary and canonical potential in
India. A Christian Church like the Malankara Church with aprofound aware-
ness of its apostolic roots, freedom, and long herigate in India has al the
authority to institute its own head and organize its own hierarchy like any
other ancient apostolic church in the world.
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Inthe 1930sMar |vanios, head of amonastery and one of the bishops of
the Malankara Orthodox Church joined the Roman Catholic Church with
some of his clergy and faithful and set up what is known as Malankara
(Rite) Catholic Church. Thiswasatypical case of Uniatism practised by the
Roman Church amidst all Eastern Church sincethe 16th century.

Search for Unity

In 1934 the MalankaraA ssociation, the representative body of the people
and the clergy of the Church adopted a constitution for the Malankara
Church. The then seperate positions of the Malankara Metropolitan and
the Catholicos held by two different incumbents were integrated in one
incumbent of the apostolic seat of St. Thomas as both the temporal and
spiritual head of the Malankara Church. The Constitution, however
generoulsy and with a view to future unity of the two factions, provided
spacefor aPatriarch recognized by the Malankara Church, as spiritual head
without any power of ordination or jurisdiction, appointment or disposal in
the Malankra Church.

Already at the beginning of the 20th century the Malankara Church was
divided into two factions: one side supporting the Patriarchal claims of
jurisdiction over Malankara and other side holding the ideal of the indig-
enous, autonomous Malankara Orthodox Church ruled by its own Indian
heads. Since the prominent leader of the Indian side then was Malankara
Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Dionysius (Vattasseril), it was called by the
other party as Metran’s faction. The Patriarch wreaked vengeance on Mar
Dionysius, an outstanding theol ogian, administrator and saintly figure, by
“excommunicating” him uncanonically. The Malankara Church and the civil
courtsin Indiarejected the excommunicationsasanillegal, individual and
uncanonial act of a foregin prelate who wanted to suppress the genuine
canonical aspiration of the apostolic church of India to manage its own
affairswithout alien intervention.

The long litigation between these factions was ended in 1958 by the
verdict of the Supreme Court recognising the authority of the Catholicos
cum Malankara Metropolitan over the Malankara Church. The Patriarch’s
party that contested his authority was ordered by the Supreme Court to pay
up al the court expensesincurred by the Catholicos side. Immediately after
the Supreme Court verdict, the then Patriarch Yakoob 111 of Antioch and the
Catholicos Baselius Geevarghese || agreed to a historic peace settlement
by accepting and acknowledging each other. The Catholicos exchanged
the Reconciliation document with the Patriarchal delegate Metropolitan Mar
Julius at the Old Seminary, Kottayam in December 1958. All peace-loving
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people of Malankara and members of the sister churches rejoiced at this
precious gift of peace. The Malankara church became one, spiritually and
administratively.

Unfortunately this blessing remained only for about 12 years. The
Catholicos had exchanged the peace doucment, with the formula * accept-
ing the Patriarch of Antioch subject to the constitution’. However, the Con-
stitution of 1934 and the title of the Catholicos’/Malankara Metropolitan
and his apostolic authority al were questioned in anew series of litigation
by the Patriarchal party. Thisled to another historic verdict of the Supreme
Court in 1995 re-affirming the validity of the Constitution of 1934 and the
authority and position of the Catholicos cum Malankara M etropolitan. The
court instructed the Catholicos to convene a Mal ankara A ssociation meet-
ing of al the parishes of the Malankara Church in order to begin anew era
of peace and unity. Although the Association was validly and canonically
held in the presence of a Supreme Court observer in 2001 at Parumala, unity
was not achieved, not because of the lack of desire for peace on the side of
the common people and parishes, but because of the great manipulative
skill of achurch leader who had ambitionsto fulfil in adivided church. Four
bishops on the former Patriarchal side declared allegiance to the Constitu-
tion of 1934 and to the Catholicos and along with their priests and faithful
were reunited with the Malankara Church. The Catholicos publicly declared
that doors were still open for peace and unity and exhorted all leaders to
respect the people’'s desire for unity.

It isimportant to note that both factions held on to their common ground
of the same liturgy and same faith in spite of long years of litigation. It is
really one Church. The litigation and division were essentially on account
of the dispute on authority and jurisdiction, particularly intemporal matters
and not on matters of faith. The Supreme Court has upheld more than once
the constitution of 1934 as providing solutions for these disputes and asan
effective instrument for unity. But far above such legal aspects, most of the
true believers are consciousthat the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Churchis
really one body in Christ, in onefaith and one worship. Many fervently are
“hoping against hope” that the Church would be united once again for the
glory of God. (The present writer, for instance, who enjoyed the bliss of
unity in the 1960s has never accepted that there are two different church
with the names Jacobite and Orthodox, but keepsitsonenessin hisheartin
all humility and hopein God’'s healing power.)

Conclusion

Retelling the sad story of division among the Nazrani Christiansof Kerala
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has to be necessarily an exercise of hope for unity as well. Looking at the
history and identity of Malankara Orthodox Church from an ecumenical
perspective, | amled to raise some broad, elementrary questionsthat | hope
will remain with usin order to help usin some soul-searching and to take us
out of the present state of separate existence.

1. If the Nazrani Christian community of St. Thomascould remain asone
single Church and family until the 16th century, who divided us and for
what cause?

2. Towhat extent are we justified in fighting each other in the name of
Rome or Antioch, Bagdad or Canterbury? Can wethe Christians of St. Tho-
mas with as much antiquity, apostolicity and autonomy as these ancient
churches organize our affairs on our own without any subservient refer-
enceto them or accepting any alien superior authority except that of loving
communion?

3. Can we agree on an essential basis of common Christian faith and
practice of the undivided Church, choose our own head for the united
Church, and evolve our own Indian system of hierarchy and administration
while maintaining very cordial and Christian communion with other
Churches?

4. What aretheracial and economic factorsinvolved in our peopl’sand
leaders’ easy submission to foreign ecclesiastical authority during the co-
lonial period aswell asin the contemporary post-colonial era?

5. How canwereinstate our own ecclesiological historiographical meth-
ods unlike those used by the dominant Churches and colonial mastersfrom
the West for their own interests, so that we as a united Church can do
effective Christian witnessin our pluralistic and secular context?

Q
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Present Catholicoi in the World

1. Karekin Il Nersessian - Supreme Patriarch & Catholicos of all Arme-
nians- Etchmiadzin, Armenia- Armenian Apostolic Church.

2. Aram | Keshishian - Catholicos of the Eminent House of Cilicia -
Antdlias, Lebanon - Armenian Apostolic Church.

3. llyall - Catholicos- Patriarch of all Georgia- Thilisi, Georgia- Geor -
gian Orthodox Church.

4. Mar DinhalV Khanania- Catholicos- Patriarch of the Holy Apostolic
Catholic Assyrian Church of the East - Chicago, USA - Assyrian Church of
theEad.

5. Mar Addai Il Shleemon Geevarghese - Cathalicos - Patriarch of the
Ancient Apostolic & Catholic Assyrian Church of the East - Baghdad, Iraq
- Assyrian Church of the East.

6. Mar BasdliusMarthomaPaulosl| - Catholicosof the East & Malankara
Metropolitan - Kottayam, India- Malankara Orthodox Syrian Chur ch.
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Enthronement of New Catholicos

Indian Orthodox Her ald NewsService

Kottayam: November 1 2005:: Baselios Marthoma Mathews |l Makes the
Abdication a Gracious Event for the Orthodox Church.

Trueto HisHoliness' singrained quality of being with malice towards none and
but with goodwill to all Baselios Marthoma Mathews Il abdicated the throne en-
abling the Seventh Catholicos and Malankara Metropolitan to bewell in office with
the divine christening as Baselios Marthoma Didymos |. Amidst prayerful chanting
that swelled from the faithful at the Parumala Seminary Church H. B. Thomas Mar
Thimothios was ordained as the Catholicos of the East and Ma ankara Metropolitan
on Monday 31 October 2005.

For the first time in the history of the Church, the newly ordained Catholicos
was privileged with the physical presence of his predecessor during the installation
ceremony. Invoking prayersfrom one and all, when Catholicos Baselios Marthoma
Mathews |1 offered the shepherd Staff — Amsavadi - and adorned the successor with
three engel pions— one of Cross and another of St. Mary and another of St. Thomas,
with the words — the Spiritual authority and the Temporal authority that the Church
entrusted with mefourteen yearsago isnow handed over to you with all the satisfac-
tion of the heart - it was adivine will that wasfulfilled. Choking the eyes and hearts
of all, when His Holiness Marthoma Mathews || Bava stood up, at the conclusion of
the ceremony, to hug and garland his successor, it was a meeting of the Past and the
Present, giving way for the | atter.

More touching was the parting message given by the outgoing Catholicos, wish-
ing the new Catholicos God's benison in the discharging of the dutiesfor the steadier
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growth of the Church. Then taking leave of his Authority and the Throne, with his
head held high, H. H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews 11, stepped down from the Holy
Place of the Parumala Seminary Church assisted by Fr. V. M .Jamesand Fr. Varughese
and Deacon Siby, leaving the destiny of the Church, safely and gracioudly, in the
hands of Catholicos Baselios Marthoma Didymos First and other Metropolitans ,
Priests, Deacons and the Faithful.

We K eegp The Door sWide Open:
HisHolinessM arthoma Didymosl

Indian Orthodox Her ald News Service

Kottayam: November 2 2005: The Supreme Head of the Church of Malankara
His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Didymos | said he was praying for peace not only
inthe church and for believers, but in the entire nation. Talking to newspersons after
assuming the highest position of the church of Malankara at the church headquarters
at Devalokam, His Holiness said his desire to establish peace with the patriarch
faction is his primary concern. He is ready to start peace talks based on the consti-
tution of the church with the Patriarch faction, if they take the initiative.

“We were keeping our doors wide open, now it is for them to take a decision,”
His Holiness was answering to a question to the media persons.

Referring on a media report of an alleged ultimatum given by the Catholicos
Baselios Thomas |, head of the Patriarch faction, that they would take possession of
the churches under dispute if the government did not take steps to re-open them, he
declined. “Violenceis not the path of the Orthodox church. The government should
take steps to reopen the churches under dispute on the basis of the court verdict,”
HisHoliness said.

His Holiness the Catholicos Baselios Marthoma Didymos | was enthroned as
supreme head of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian church on October 31 following the
abdication of the throne by Catholicos Baselios Marthoma Mathews Il due to ill
health and old age.

HisHoliness also expressed his gratitude to the authorities of the Gulf countries
for giving permission for establishing churches in their country. His Holiness also
said that the possibility of convening ameeting of the MalankaraAssociation will be
discussed with the necessary committeesto el ect adesignate Catholicos, since there
is no constitutional provision for that position.

Metropolitan Dr. Thomas Mar Makarios and Sabha Secretary Dr. Alexander
Karakkal was also with His Holiness to attend the press conference.

Many dignitaries also visited His Holiness at his head quarters Devalokam
Aramana

Q
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