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THE NEED FOR A NEW APPRCACH
By FR. PAUL VERGHESE*

o
S. a nfltiO}), we Indians have only lately begun to see the
1mph.cat10ns of accepting foreign aid. We now know
that it makes us soft and servile, subservient to forces
outside. nolitically and ideologically; it saps the vitality of the
nation, hampers the development of creativity and spiritual
freedom. In times of acute food crisis we go «round with a
begging bowl, instead of foresecing the crisis and  ultivating our
own bachk garden with a little more determinatior..
 The pr;.;:-:zf:sfa: is the same in the Church too. It is always the
agencies of churches outside India that worry about our famines
and floods, ships or flies in material aid in lurge quantities for
emercency relief. Our contribution at best is to receive these
= o . v . .
supplies and to distribute them, through church officials paid
through foreign funds. e e
As Christian churches, we seem always to trail behind the
nation in our relations to Christians out.su.ie our country. It is
relation to our fellow Christians abroad cannot be
true t‘hat o terms as our relations with our erstwhile
conce.ﬁied Qrsl'ct;c?se ergetheir friends.: These Christians abroad
z;)iolcl)lsr ]I;:—zthreﬂ in the Body of Christ. They are one with

.1 the fellowship of the Church. They are genuinely con-
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system develo ed in th : .
Nationa} freedc?m o noi Sr:lagé::deccllgrlng the‘colonial period.
‘fron{ thx; debilitating bondage: d in liberating the churcheé
n the matter of per . :
:.ngl_ess. Credit forpthissor}llr(;ie:;_ certainly have made some
.The government’s refusal to grant :figoes fn ostly to the nation.
wanted to come here as missionas as tc all and sundry who
number of foreign personnel Sé:lfs has largely reduced the
organs and institutions. Our ‘ple; u;tg) in our administrative
all the rest have fortunately fallen on gm minority rights and
.'action of the government in refusing Vis::ft Ca‘frs. | The‘re.solute
personnel whose work could well be done bo Ore;gn.mlss'lonar_y
spring out of communalist attitudes of the fn:‘n .ndlan o o
so much as from the clear secularist policy (3{0 r:g colr.nmumty‘-.
We /should‘ be thankful to God for the Governme?l;:’as%:;gi?tt;
refusal to liberalize the visa restrictions. But for that stance our
churches would have continued to be dominated by foreign
personnel. There are literally thousands of semi-literate and
spiritually mediocre Christians in the west who would love to
bring the light of the gospel to poor ignorant benighted Indians!
For some of them, It is a pressing psychological need to find people
whom they can enlighten, since at home they find it difficult
o find buvers tor their superior spiritual wisdom. T
Our chnrehes by themselves would -never have mustered
enough conra 10 sy to our erstwhile mentors and large scale
bcncﬁmtmw;: Please, brethren, leave us alone fpr a while. We
o develop odf faith in God by dcpend.mg lf:ss on your
We need to regain our spiritual identity and
dignity. VWe can do that onlyf l?y dcvclopiﬂ'g our own spmtual
& y of living the Christian life in a poor
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Our gov 7/
€rnment has at |
il least started to talk : roa
eve , _ alk about self-
D though we are st heavily de o reliance,

for ' pendent on other ionelt !
t Pursuing our economjc policies. nauons

: It took deep political -humi- t°
liation dur Ing the recent food crisis P e o bumd-

: to make us realise how s
servient sing 0 7ely on
Pt ar}d helpless we were.  Only by._refusing to rely op™°
€I1gn assistance have c J

Crisis, ‘e begun to overcome our recurring food t
Ay o Sl om0 i
the N.C.C.L and tHe Roman Cathotie R anne coted 100
largely admin man Catholic Relief Services are stflll" '
Y trustered .and financed by the Churches and agencies
outside the Country. The staff of these agencies have now become 10
largely Ipdlan. But their salaries are paid from foreign funds. 1€
Tl.le‘ Indian contribution to the total operation which ‘comes to i
inlllfons of rupees every year is but negligible. If today the 'S
foreign funds are stopped by Government the whole machinery U
for relief and emergency aid as well as our food development ?
programmes would virtually cease. 0
Estimates vary, but something like 100 million rupees flow *
into Church channels in India from abroad every year. It is f
true that a good deal of this money is used for the good of the e
whole naticn. But other communities are justified in question- ¢
ing the fairness of so much economic power being available 7
to one minority community’in the country. However responsible |
wa may be in the actual purposes to which it is applied, it does
help the Christian community in a special way by providing so
many more employment opportunities, capital assistance to
middle class farmers and others, assisting the Christian communmty
to have bigger institutional influence in the country and so on.
But the jealousy and envy of the majority community 1s not
the only reason for us to seek liberation from dependence on
foreign funds. The present writer 1S much more <.jon.ce!rnedf
sbout the spiritual vitality of our churches. The principie 0
1¢-reliance translated into reiigious terms means depengence
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. f our dependence on God until
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principle at least ;

~year projects, (b) that
be more welcome than pr
(¢) that projects would me
to be able to become self-
(d) that a third of 'the to
raised locally.

Projects for capital assistance would
0jects mainly for running expenses,
rit support only if they can be shown
Supporting within a limited time, and
el tal funds. fxlmecessary should always be
Sed b€ a magnificent thing indeed if th

principles could also apply to ofr service ope%ations which ::

now becoming institutionalised without sufficient base in the
support of the local churches.

| Tl‘lwe_ prlpciples, however, have not been fully appreciated,
and., In practice, these principles have been grossly- violated.
” Besides, there are difficulties that prevent their implementation.
" In the first place only a very smali portion of the foreign funds
come through World Council chiannels or are controlled by them.

- Secondly even they do not find it easytoenforce these principles,
because churches will find alternate sources through- mission .
boards and then regard such funds as their local contribution.
. Thé bulk of the funds and materials come through. other
channels like: | -

(a) American food surplus imports coming in under P.L. 480

“ procedure through Church agencies like C.R.S. and

C.ASA. . oo T

(b) Direct grants and subsidies to churches from p:arent
_churches and mission boards abroad.” .

(¢) Funds ‘received by church-.rgzlajced. institutions (mainly

* hospitals and schools, seminaries and colcl::%es)_.‘

VIoney sent in for support of para-ecclesiastical movements

@ MﬁkeyY.M.c.A., YI.)W.C.A., s.C.M., ALC.UF.,, NB.

_ C.H.E.L, Sunday School Union, Bible Society, Evange-

< lical Fellowship of India, India Every Home Crusade

and so on.

to control all these channels

There is no single agency able o the Churches are

ent. So long a
. except perhaps the GOVEIRTENE . = T2 & vitable that God
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posed restrictions as from the hand of God,
O a tomorrow without foreign aid.

;{izticllza?gsithsves al}l;ﬁ:adyl begun to foresee this
ced from abroac}i e%’;xng e e.ndo“fm-—er{ts

: . ese are to be invested in
Projects that fit in with the natioral plan, and the
of Churcie?:fjtt:(? ?n);é}tleép to be used for the running expenses
well as for service l-O'eutlons and admlmstrat‘we rstrgctures, as
One sees the wisdglr)n (_]) fCSLSI Cr}llqw undertaken with ‘llo‘relg.n fun.ds.
It can help cushion the shock :}?ﬂ‘appmacfhilbut }omy tc;) ot
of restrictions b at must follow the endorcement

tons t ¥y the government on money coming in from abroad.
(Government is reluctant to act mainly because they are afraid
they may loose a considersk's volume of direly needed foreign
exchange.) )
“But it is not at-all certain that large sums will »e available
for such endowment. Agencies abroad are reluct: “* to invest
the pennies and dollars contributed by a very large number of
ordinary Christians in the western churches in uncertain projects
which may turn out to be total fiascoes. There is no guarantee
that such funds will be responsibly administered by the churches
1in India when there is no longer any opportunity for western
surveillance as for example today in Burma. _

" From the point of view of the health of the Indian churches,
this proposed measure of revenue generating projects will defeat
the purpose of developing self-reliance in proportion as th.es.e
projects are successful. They may also create a group of parasitic
ecclesiastics swarming around these investments like mosquitoes,
if not for the money, at least for the power to be had in controlling

these large funds. .
Eventually there 1s no alternative to the shock which we must

n the fund flow stops, if not today, then tomorrow.
wn people to part with their naye paise
and rupees for the work of the church. We must accept res-

poﬁsibﬂity to make our own contribution to national development.

) . .
s contribution.
It won’t do for us to make someqne else

The present writer would like to propose so.meth;lng l;kcht_f;;
following as a basis for discussion. It 1s hzg.h t}r?e t ?t we. {fnd'
an ecumenical consultation in India on thC’PI‘IIICIP es of accepting

government jp
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78 other things, the following pogrsi?i)liti; 1 ¢ non-Lhristians,

a} Th i ' '
scaIE: ?Ste\i :rdlsnhcglan churches should. begin to build up a large
© give oS p Programme seeking to train Indian Christians

€ generously to their talents and wealth to the service

Programme of th ’
e bof e Churcli, churches and for; thé support of the ?nncr

PP -
-
-

] Sl?%)ﬂl.ndian churghes should relieve - themselves of the res-
ponsibility of handling foreign food surpluses contributed by

overnm : ) ;
governments, except.in clear cases of national or regional emet-
gency. ) nat e

(¢) Institutions which are now dependent on financial assist-
ance from abroad should be given a five year ultimatum to put
themselves on a basis of self-support or support within the coun-
try €or their basic running expenses. : At the end of that period
outside assistance for the basic budget should be completely

»

stopped. -

(d) As much of the assistance as possible now céming from
outside to the churches should be channelled through two agencies
in India (one Roman Catholic and the other N.C.C.-related)
with two corresponding agencies abroad, so that certain basic
criteria can always be faithfully observed in the selection of

projects for support.
(¢) The N.C.C.I. and the C.B.C.I. should show the way by -

themselves on an Indian supported financial basis for
Contributions from the churches should,

diversion of foreign funds directly received

utting

)

-

heir general budget.
of ccurse, not be mere

4

by them.

(f) No pastor, parish priest, or bis
sub;idized'\&fith funds from abroad.
Church should be brought-on an entire
within the next five years. :

hop in India should be
The normal life of th.e
ly locally financed basis



THE CHURCHES AND SELF-RELIANCE 465

v nflg) Al} assistance from abroad should be on a strict short
Project -bas1s with built-in provisions for assuring self-
support at a given time. B : S il

3

Tt

limi(::a)d lzorelgn.ﬁ.nanced revenue generating projects should be
" © certain carefully restricted categories like food produc-
1ion, emergency relief, industrial mission, etc. Such investments
should be administered by 'a'group of predominantly lay pebple
who are above suspicion, including a few distinguished non-

Christians. R

(!) We should begin organizing wide based Indian support .
for the relief and social mission of the Church in India. ‘There
are hupdreds of thousands of Christians in India who would
like to contribute 25 naye paise or 250 rupees annually to such a
mission. At present there seems to be no erganization to tap
" these potential expressions of genuine compassion on the part of
Indian Christians for their suffering fellowmen in the country.-
The programmes of agencies like C.A.S.A. and C.R.S. should
now begin to be oriented in this direction. —

" (j) The Churches in India and their agencies like C.A.S.A.
and C.R.S. should now begin to think more clearly in terms of
our contribution to national development through our own
resources and persornel.  We have hundreds of thogsands of
young people looking for sn avenue of meaningful service. Ui
‘o to Jndia as Churches may not be in terms of

biggest contribut
% Fwe C ibute, but rather in terms of
the amount of meney we can contribute, bu T _

selfless, dedicated and Jisciplined young people who .could bring
a new quality to our national programmes of commun.lt}.r develop-
gainst regionalism, parochialism, com-

ment, to the campaign a L _
muna,lism and corruption, and to 23 disciplined programme of

industrial and agricultural production.
The above ten point programme | presented only‘ as a
discussion starter and not as 2 panacea.
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