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Visionary of the

Twentieth Century

David Daniel, New Delhi

"The Indian Churches
which revere St. Thomas
should work in cordiality
and mutual faith. | firmly
believe that the beliefs and
rites do not stand in the
way of co-operation among
them. My vision is of an
All India Church (Akhila
Bharata Sabha) formed
unitedly by those Churches
which uphold the same
tradition’’* declared Catho-
licos Mar Thoma Mathews-|
on the occasion of Catholi-
cate Sapthathi Celebration
inauguration at Ernakulam
on 5-12-1982.

This vision of the Catholi-
cos reveals the basic philo-
sophy, the ethos, the faith,
the approach and attitude
to other Churches enshroud-
ed in the person all at once.
When one ponders over
these in quiet rapture, the
magnificence of the perso-
nality comes.into view.

The vision is a projection
of the tradition, the Catho-
licos upholds and values
which he finds in other
sister Churches. It his fer-
vent hope and appeal that
these Churches would come
together under this banner
of common tradition that is-
the Indian tradition of St.
Thomas.

St. Thomas tradition high
lights two  aspects- St
Thomas as founder father
of Christianity in india and
secondly, the eastern tradi-
tion and form of worship.
These arc the primary and

+ Catholicate  Sapthathi
Souvenir, 1982,

meﬂ.m

broad principles and planks
on which the concept of
Akhila Bharata Sabha is
held in vision.

St. Thomas is revered not
only and not merely as one
of the twelve disciples of
Christ, not only as one
among the saints of the
Church, not only as the first
among those who evange-
lised in India but also as
the disciple of Christ who
in pursuance of the
command of the lord to
spread the gospel to the
ends of the world came
to India and evangelised
here during 52-72 A.D., who
shed his blood in the indian
soil for the sake of Christ,
suffered martyrdom and was
buried in the soil of India.
All these aspects of St.
Thomas compounded mark
him as the founder father
of Christianity in India.

St. Thomas, therefore,
holds the life-chord of the
Malankara Church nay, the
Indian Church. The pledges
of successive Catholicoses
at different times highlight
the depth of this St. Thomas
tradition of the Malankara
Church which His Holiness
Mathews | has fervently
hoisted. The following
instances deserve mention.

Patriarch Mar Abdul—
Messiah of the Orthodox
Church of Syria in a ser-
mon delivered on 17th
September 1912 soon after
the installation of the first
Catholicoseannounced, ‘Our
Church was established by
St. Thomas, one of the
twelve disciples of our Lord

WITH BEST WISHES FROM

Jesus Christ. By God's
grace, it has been possible
to establish the throne of
St. Thomas here to ensure
preservation of Apostaolic
priesthood here for ever’
(Malayala Manorama
18-9-1912). The significa-
nce of the Catholicate of
Malankara Church in rela-
tionship to the Church
established by St. Thomas,
was pointed out by the
third Catholicos His Holiness
Geevarghese |l in the
following words, ‘You shall
not forget that the Holy
institution of Catholicate
is the focal centre of amity,
apostolateandindependence
of the ancient and holy
Church established by the
apostle St. Thomas™ (Fare
well message dated
21-12-1963). To Catholicos
His Holiness Ougen, St
Thomas was a matter of
life and death. He declared
“l will not do anything
which be littles the glory
of the throne of St. Thomas
even -if | have to lose my
position or life even. Just
as St. Paul reminded the
Corinthians””. For though
you have ten thousand
instructors in Christ yet have
ye not many fathers for in
Christ Jesus | have begotton
you through the gospel”
(1 Cor 4/15) St. Thomas is
our father who through
baptism begat Malankara
Sabha and raised the church
to apostolic dignity by
granting the gift of priest-
hood.

Till the 17th century the
Christians of Kerala were
known as St. Thomas Chri-
stians  Besides, eastern

form of worship and Chri-
stian thought was in vogue
consequent of the associ-
ation with the Churches of
Persia and Syria. In the
17th, 18th, and 19th cen-
turies with the advent of
Roman  Catholicistn and
Protestanism, western thou-
ght, tradition and forms of

worship  were introduced
among the St. Thomas
Christians.  Subsequently
divisions set in amongst
them and they grouped
under denominational
banners. There emerged

groups which retained St.
Thomas tradition and image
and also eastern form of
worship and practises and
others  which embraced
western norms. In this cont-
ext the visionary call to all
denominational  Churches
upholding St. Thomas trad-
ition irrespective of diverse
rites and practises for a
comeback to form aunited
Akhila Bharata Sabha is
releventin the 20 th century.

In the national horizon of

India, a Church of 5t Thomas
tradition has relevence. The
parishes and missionary

- centres developed by the

Churches of St. Thomas
tradition diaspora outside
Kerala frontiers augur well.
It should be their endeavour
to consolidate the position
and advance the strides to
fulfill the Akhila Bharata
vision. The Churches should
be oriented to this thought
and vision. The vision of the
Catholicos thus goes beyond
limited denominational orbit
and is not circumscribed by
the geographical frontiers of
Kerala. His devotion is to St
Thomas and his mission is
to follow his footsteps to
spread the gospel to the
ends of Bharat that is India.
His vision, therefore, is an
all India mission. The call
has a purpose, an objective -
and a goal. May the endeav-
ours of Churches of St
Thomas tradition be focuss-
ed to rhe realisation
of this vision. -

Compliments from

C-4-B.

C. M. George & Family

Flat. No. 14

Janakpuri
New Delhi
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His Holiness Baselius

ﬂﬁ;r Thoma Mathews-I

and Delhi Parish / Diocese

During the last 27 yrs,
the Delhi Parish had been
having the unique privilege
of continued blessings from
His Holiness, as Metropo-
litan of Out-Side Kerala
(1959 to 1976) and as the
Catholicos, for the last 10
yrs.

Small Parish
The small orthodox church
~ congregation in the Capital-
Delhi-from 1945 used to
have occasional Holy Qur-
bana by our Priests from
Kerala. Malpan Rev. Fr.
C. J. Zachariah, Cherla-
madam, was one of the
early priests, who organised
our congregation for a
church service at the Lady
Hardinge Medical . College
Chapel. Formally the Delhi
Parish was established with
less than 15 families on-the
21st December, 1952, which
was inaugurated by Rev.

Metropolitan Alexios Mar
Theodocius from 1953 to
1959.

Services fpr 27 Yrs.

From 1959 to 1976 His
Grace - Metropolitan Dr.
Mathews Mar Athanasius
as Metropolitan Out-Side
Kerala and then as the
Catholicos from 1976 con-
tinued to nurse, inspire and
guide this young Parish and
Diocese in many ways. |t
has been a period of all
round steady progress, for
which our Church could
well be proud of it achieve-
ments. The Parish and
Diocese have many achieve-
ments in Delhi, like constru-
ction of four fairly big
churches, one high school,
four schools and a Diocesan
Centre (Orthodox Centre).
The Orthodox Centre, an
elegant architectural achie-
vement costing about Rs. 32

Mary’s Cathedral (South
Delhi), Mar Gregorios
Church (Janakpuri, West
Delhi), St. Mary's Church
(Faridabad - East Delhi) and
St. Thomas Church, (Ghazia-
bad). These big churches
cannot contain the congre-
gations of Good Friday. In
South Delhi Cathedral alone
to eccommodate over 3,000
devoutees expansive tents
are pitched to meet the
demands, in our two -acre
St. Pauls School compound.

Dedicated Priests

From 1953, Delhi had the
unique privilege of having
the services of 11 dedicat-
ed priests like Fr. K.C.
Thomas. (H.G. Thomas Mar
Makarios, USA), Fr. C.C.

Geevarughese, Fr. C. V.
Samuel, Fr. K.A. George,
Fr. T.T. Thomas, Fr. T. M

George, Fr. T.C. Mathai, Fr.
Thomas Yohanon, and Fr.

Deep Interest
The appointment of His
Grace Metropalitan Dr.

Poulose Mar Gregoriose as
Thirumani’'s successor in
Delhi was another example
of His Holiness's deep inte-
rest in Delhi. His grace
gregorios by his disiing-
uished global services and
many of our Parish members
like Mrs. Achamma Mathai,
C.P. Mathen, A.M. Thomas,
C.M. Stephen, Paul Pothen
by their services have
brought real life into our
church besides Universal
appreciations. Delhi is re-
puted as a peaceful law
abiding, progressive Parish
and Diocese.

Inspite of heavy preoccup-
ations and strain in health
for long journey. Delhi had
been blessed by His Holi-
ness presence invariably on
all important occasions, for
foundation stone layings,

P.M. Thomas New Delhi

meetings in Delhi with the
presidents of India, Vice
Presidents of India, Prime
Ministers and other Church
Dignitaries had been enhan-
cing the prestige of our
Church in the National capi-
tal, compared to any other
period in our Church history.

Discipline & Faith

As a strict disciplinarian,
with prayerful and disci-
plined life continues to
inspire all with whom, His
Holiness has the chance to
associate.

The members of the Delhi
Parish and Diocese remem-
ber Thirumani on the
occasion of His Holiness’s
80th birth-day with rever-

Fr. T.G. Koshy, Vicar of lakhs, is a greatcontribution Joseph Vendarapilly, who consecrations, formal open- ance and gratitude and pray
Bombay. Delhi continued to Orthodox Church of have taken the heavy burden ings of schools, Orthodox for His Holiness's good
as part of Out Side Kerala India. Our important chur- of building up the parish Centre, etc. health and long life.
Diocese under His Grace . ches.in.Dalhi -area am.-..St.T_,and the Diocese .in Gnraral. Tha periodic visits and o
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