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The Risen Christ and
the Joy of the World to Come

Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip

(O.KR))

Every human being is anxious to know
about future life. We are sure that we will
die one day. This world will also perish one
day. Whether the religious wisdom about
the life beyond this world is just a gimmick
to give hope in this hopelessness? Most of
the teachings about life beyond history seem
to be expression of human imaginations
and ardent desire for immortality. It is the
truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ
that encourages us to dare to hope against
the hopelessness. Vision of the Crucified
and Risen Lord confirms the value and
meaning of His teachings regarding the
end of history and also the joy of the ever-
lasting world to come. In this light let us
have a reflection on eschatology, the teach-
ing regarding the last things. Christian es-
chatology deals with the new era of the
Kingdom of God inaugurated by Christ
and also the culmination and completion
of historical existence with the second
coming of Him in glory.

Longing to go beyond

Pushing boundaries or going beyond them
is characteristic of human explorations. It
is quite natural to explore means and ways
to solve the issue of the transience and mo-

Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip is the principal of Orthodox Theological Seminary, :
Nagpur and holding the position of ‘Director; OSSAE Outside Kerala Region !

mentary nature of our life. Longing for im-
mortality and a dream to transcend this
perishable world is cherished by all genera-
tions. The food materials buried with
mummies in Egyptian pyramids symbolize
this ardent desire. The vision of Nirvana,
Moksha or Heaven in different religions are
also drawing our attention to this longing
for the incorruptible abode. Ancient Indian
sages gave expression to this dream through
the prayer, “Mruthyoma Amrutham Gamaya.”
Seeking a better life we move to other re-
gions and countries. These days prepara-
tions are going on to take human beings to
planets like Mars for a new colonization. By
melting the two percent frozen water there
we may be able to survive there. After
spending billions of dollars, if we reach
Mars, death will hound us there too. Per-
haps the real search is for a place where
there will not be death.

Dawn of the Coming Day

Dim light of the early morning or dawn is a
pointer to the approaching day. Dawn is
the beginning of a day. Dawn is both the
end of the night and beginning of a day.
Likewise Jesus’ life and especially His cruci-
fixion and resurrection are the dawn of
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guarantee of the end time or beginning of
the shifting to the other world which will
have no end. Teachings and life of Jesus as
a whole give us a vision of the bright eighth
day which is beyond the normal seven
days of the week. The end of history has
been inaugurated in Christ. His miracles
overcoming all negativities including death
are marks of this glorious inauguration
and the beginning of the new era. The ulti-
mate guarantee is resurrection of Jesus
trampling down death by death. If the dis-
ciples were just cooking up a story about
the Risen Lord, they would have mentioned
men as the first witnesses of the Risen lord
because in those days the witness of women
had no value. The fact that women were
able to see the Lord after his resurrection is
a proof that the gospel accounts about the
Risen Lord are records of the actual facts.
According to the Pauline teaching more
than five hundred people were able to see
the Risen Lord (I Corinthians 15:6). So the
claim of the followers of Jesus about His
bodily resurrection cannot be ruled out
as a hallucination experience or dream of
one two individuals. When the disciples
started spreading the good news of Jesus'
resurrection, the easiest thing to suppress
that movement was to find out the dead
body of Jesus and to display it publicly. The
Jewish and Roman authorities who took
initiative for crucifying Jesus missed that
opportunity to recover his body because Jesus
truly rose from death. By seeing the risen
Lord, the disciples became bold enough to
offer their very life for the cause of Jesus.

The Second Coming and
the Last Things

Second coming of Christ is a fundamental
doctrine of Christianity. The Nicene Creed
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presents Christ as one “who will come again
in His great Glory.” Jesus Christ who is al-
ways with us is seen at present through the
eyes of faith. We will see Him face to face
when He manifests himself in glory at the
end of history. In the end, He will appear in
person and we shall see Him no longer by
faith but by sight (Rev 1:7). In contrast to
the first coming, it will be in full glory and
splendor (Mt. 24:30; Titus 2:13). Resurrec-
tion of the dead, the last judgment and
transfer to the eternal destiny are the last
things associated with the second advent.
There is a reenactment of Jesus' whole life
including His second coming in our Holy
Qurbana. When the curtain is unveiled to-
wards the end of Holy Qurbana, the chief
celebrant turns to the west and holding
Holy Body and Blood walks towards the lay
people accompanied by the altar assistants
who hold lighted candles. This glorious
procession with lots of decorations, light
and sound reminds us of the glorious sec-
ond coming of Lord Jesus Christ.

Hope of Resurrection: Soul enters into
eternity only in union with the resurrected
and transformed body. Jesus Christ was
risen from the dead as the first fruits. (I Cor
15:20). Likewise all human beings will rise
from the dead on the last day and the fol-
lowing judgement will distinguish the good
and the evil.

The risen Lord could walk, stand on the
sea shore and bear the marks of the wounds.
So, the risen Lord was not just a survival of
the ideals. Our faith is that the dead will
resurrect like Christ in a transformed body
at the end of history or when Christ comes
again. As St. Paul says “the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
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will rise first” (I Thessalonians 4:16). In
I Cor. 15, we read “Now Christ is risen from
the dead, and has become the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep... Christ the
first fruits, afterward those who are Christ’s
at His coming” (I Cor. 15: 20-23).
Participation of body too in eternity is a
unique teaching of Christianity. This is a
unique understanding in contrast to the
ancient Greek or Indian thinking focusing
on the liberation of human spirit from
body which serves as a nest of this bird.
Christian vision of bodily resurrection af-
firms the eternal significance of this histori-
cal existence. ‘Resurrection of the body’ vin-
dicates the goodness of creation. St. Paul,
finding the difficulty of participation of the
material (flesh and body) in the eternal life,
describes the resurrected body as a trans-
figured one or spiritual one. (1 Cor. 15:35-
46). As Paul Tillich puts it “A spiritual body
then is a body which expresses the spiritu-
ally transformed total personality of man”

It affirms the eternal significance of the in-
dividual person’s uniqueness. The resurrec-
tion affirms the certainty of eternal life ris-
ing out of the death of temporal life. A new
being is not another being, but the trans-
formation of the old being. Reputed Ortho-
dox Theologian Bishop Kallistos Ware writes,
“Freed from the grossness of the fallen flesh,
the resurrected body will share in the quali-
ties of Christ’s human body at the Transfig-
uration and after resurrection. But, al-
though transformed, our resurrection body
will still be in a recognizable way the same
body as that which we have now: there will
be continuity between the two” (Orthodox
Way, p. 136).

The human soul and the human body
are interdependent. The separation of body
and soul — death, which is due to sin is not
final and permanent. At the Second Advent
of our Lord, with soul and the risen body
united, we shall appear before God.

(to be continued...)
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