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“Teach us, good Lord, to serve Thee as Though deservest; To give and
not to count the cost; To fight and not to heed the wounds; To toil and not
to seek for rest; To labour and not to ask for any reward; To save the joy of
knowing that we do Thy will.”
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The Gift of God

Dr. Joseph Mar Irenaues
(Suffragan Metropolitan, Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar)

Madhya Kerala Diocese of Church of South India was privileged by the
leadership of Bishop Dr. Sam Mathew who served the Diocese with charisma
and an ecumenical leadership. Now on October 8th 2001 Bishop Dr. Sam
Mathew is handing over his official responsibilities as per the discipline of
the Church in respect of retirement. From September 1993 his dynamic lead-
ership in the Church and in the society as a bishop is well appreciated. He
had a say and significant contributions in the socio-economic and religious
forums in Kerala. This marks the period of his Bishopric as a memorable one
ever remembered with gratitude to God for giving the church, Bishop Dr. Sam
Mathew, "the gift of God"

My association with him in the ecumenical relationship and as a brother
Bishop really challenged me and encouraged me in my ministry. His trans-
parency and openness in relating to other people is very significant. He
faces people and issues with a smile and also with a charisma to win the
people and the issues which he faces. His timely advices many a time helped
me to deepen the relationship.

In establishing relationship with communities of other faith and other
churches broadened his contribution in the field of ecumenism. He tried his
best to bring reconciliation between the churhces and sincerely prayed for
the healing of the wounds of division in church and society. In that respect
his services as chairperson of the K.C.C. and also the Sercretary of Nilackal
Ecumenical Trust are remarkable to be ever remembered.

God has blessed him with a family which supports his concerns and
visions. That is a significant resource from which he has gathered confi-
dence and courage to discharge his responsibilities. He found time to look
afresh on contemporary concerns and make graceful assessments of the
situations. Yes, I know he had a very sensitive heart towards “the less fortu-
nate brethren” in our society and also the concern for the suffering and the
marginalized. He has guided the diocese through the calm waters to the
destination of progress, peace and prosperity. When we look back we can
confidently say as the S5th Bishop of the Madhya Kerala, he is a blessing and
a gift of God to His church.

I do have personal encouragement from him as a brother Bishop. As he is
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free from the official responsibilities in the diocese, | am sure, God will use
his talents in a blessed way in the service of His people. I wish a healthy and
pleasant life for him and his family in the days to come. I join with the diocese
which publishes a ‘Festschrift’ to mark the service of Bishop Dr. Sam Mathew
and I also join in acknowledging my respect to him and affections that I have
received from him.



A Good Friend and Brother of Mine

Dr. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios
(Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church)

It is a privilege for me to be asked to felicitate my brother, Bishop His
Grace Sam Mathew on the occasion of his retirement. My association with
him started before he was consecrated as the Bishop of C.S.I. Madhya Kerala
Diocese. As I had close contacts with his two predecessors, I am praising
God for the progress of the Church, ecumenism, missionary out-reach and
dialogue with the Orthodox Church. He permitted me to be the president of
the Alumnae Association of B. H. High School, Mavelikara. The auditorium
of which was blessed by two of us together. He was a friend of Orthodox
Theological Seminary where he has given lectures to the staff and students
on important occasions. I met him last week and he told me, about his retire-
ment on 8th of October. May God bring a worthy Successor for him.

My prayers for his good health and greater ministry ahead. My prayers
are for his family also. God will certainly continue to use him after his retire-
ment also.
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The Right Person in the Right Time

Geevarghese Mar Timotheos
(Bishop of Tiruvalla)

I am indeed very happy to know that the Diocese of Madhya Kerala is
publishing a book to honour His Excellency Rt. Rev. Dr. Sam Mathew on the
occasion of His Excellency's retirement. I am sure these few lines are not
enough to express my feelings as I hear the news about the retirement of His
Excellency. On this most auspicious occasion, I, my auxiliary and the whole
Diocese happily send to His Excellency our prayerful best wishes and con-
gratulations. His Excellency spent last eight years in the total service to the
people in the Diocese and outside. The Nilackal Committee is one of the best
examples for it. I hope that the period of leadership during the last eight
years will remain as a memorable one in the History of the Diocese of Madhya
Kerala. According to me, His Excellency is the right person; in the right
place; in the right time.

I too join the Diocese in praising and thanking God for all the graces He
has showered upon His Excellency during the past years. I wish him a very
happy and healthy life.



My Neighbour and My Friend

Msgr. Peter Thuruthikonam
(Bishop of Vijayapuram)

This is an occasion when Bishop Sam Mathew takes leave of his office as
Bishop of CSI Madhya Kerala Maha Idavaka. As friend and neighbour, we
have been neighbours as Bishop Sam Mathew was the Parish Priest of As-
cension Church of Kottayam, as a Bishop too he is neighbour, because his
diocese is a neighbouring diocese of Vijayapuram. I have great pleasure in
offering him all prayers and good wishes.

I do cherish warm memories about him within my bosom. I had several
occasions to share platforms with him. On all such occasions I could experi-
ence his Christian Spirit and fraternal attitude towards all. He is a good
orator, a good organizer and a good moderator, an efficient administrator. His
relationship with others is very cordial and his personality attracts many to
him. He is a man of good will, who always wishes and works for peace and
harmony among men and praise to the Lord in the High.

As he was the Parish Priest of Ascension Church I could understand that
Bishop Sam Mathew always made it a point to give an example of an honest
working life, sustained by faith, which gave meanings and value to each tiny
occupation of the day. This manifestation as a priest continued and was
made strong, as he was elevated to the episcopate of the CSI Madhya Kerala
Maha Edavaka. He was a vitalizing force within the parish community. His
vibrant nature reflected in his ministry in the diocese, that under his leader-
ship the diocese became very vibrant.

In a measure generous and abounding, he has endowed his diocese with
an achievement forged into shape through the years, by the sweat of his
brow and by the rich fruits of his mind and heart. His people have witnessed
his unwearied labours in the varied fields of activity in the diocese. As a
public person he was dedicated to a life of service embracing every phase of
social life. His works occupy their position in the great movement of charity,
which animated the life of the people. His special interest for the cause of the
poor and suffering human being and for the abandoned gave rise to several
unforgettable events of involvements. His life was full of action, placed at
the disposition of the poor in whom he could denote and succour the most
urgent needs. His activity of Christian assistance was made much more
efficient by the innate gift of paternity which surpassed the limits of natural
benevolence. His activities were, indeed, animated by an ecumenical spirit of



286 208158 fl@d Blaly(ald0000

Evangelical witness that he spared no occasion to join hand with other
Churches.

The interior life of a holy person, from which his works gather meaning
and strength, is not only the result of a rich and gifted personality. There is
a supernatural force which gives life to one's all personal gifts and directs his
works towards one goal; the love of God and of one's neighbour. This spiri-
tual strength was present in Bishop Sam Mathew's life as well. It guided him
in every moment of his existence; it grew as years passed. He did not live
alien to the life situations of the poor and ordinary man. He left aside every
other activity in order to be available for service of the society.

To be a lackey of the Church would be glory and honour enough for any
one. But to be her consecrated example as well as consecrated Apostle; to be
enrolled into the ranks of the spiritual rulers on guard duty throughout the
length and breadth of the country; to see far and to see deep; to be bold; to
be brilliant and polished; to be ruler, servant, teacher, father, all at once-that
is no man's right, but certainly any man's glory. Though St. Paul writes," It is
well said, when a man aspires to be a bishophric, it is no mean employment
that he covets", yet every Bishop knows from experience, long or brief, that
in the crown of glory, which the episcopate is, there are not a few thorns. The
greater the honour, the greater the burden. Glory without cross is non-
christian. As we reiterate the good of Bishop Sam Mathew, we should also
hold in heart the difficult paths he had traversed to reach to this glory and
congratulate him for having faithfully followed his Master. I am sure that the
CSI as a whole has merited much because of Bishop Sam Mathew. Every
member of the diocese will remember him as their Pastor and leader, who has
led them to the heights of honour in all respects. If memory could be locked
up in brick and mortar, I am sure that all the institutions in the diocese will
ever pronounce his name in the days to come, for he had special care and
concern for building up and sustaining these institutions for the service of
man.

On this occasion I pray and wish that Bishop Sam Mathew be amply
rewarded of his sacrifice and arduous labours, May the good God grant him
peace and joy abundant in his life remaining. We will be good friends and
neighbours joining hands in all possible manners for the cause of the good
of the world.



Reflections on few Moments with
Rt. Rev. Sam Mathew

Thoms Mar Themotheos
(Metropolitan of the Kottayam Diocese of the

Malankara Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church)

My association with Rt.Rev. Sam Mathew started in connection with
some ecumenical events. Immediately after his ordination as bishop, I met
him at a meeting of the Pro-Orient Regional Symposium held at Kottayam, in
September 1993. Many foreign guests were present on the week-long events.
Different Churches hosted dinner meetings in honour of the delegates. I
recall the meeting at St.Lourde's Church premises, hosted by the Catholic
Church, under the leadership of Archbishop Powathil of Changanacherry.
Rt. Rev. Sam Mathew was present and he was just recently ordained. I too
had occasion to talk to the bishop very briefly and I must say, he made very
good impressions on all who were present. He was polite, courteous and
cheerful to all who met, shook hands and talked. He apperared to me as an
intelligent and able leader with great Chrisitan commitment. On a later occa-
sion, I had the opportunity to visit Rt. Rev. Sam Mathew in his residence
during an evening. He and his wife received us with courtesy. I must say that
both are extremely good hosts. I vividly remember the discussions we had
on the occasion. Incidentally we talked about the evangelists of the C.S.I.
because my cousin who was with me mentioned about one such evangelist
with whom his family had very intimate friendship. To many outsiders C.S.1.
Madhya Kerala Diocese and the earlier C.M.S. are known through their evan-
gelists at various mission stations. They were deeply committed people for
the spread of the Gospel. Their life and the service in the field of education,
social harmony and humanitarian service make them a distinct class them-
selves. Bishop explained to us the outstanding contributions those men
have made both within the Church and the wider socety, through their humble
life, gospel messages, and charitable works. In many interior parts of the
former Travancore, even during pre-independent times their presence made
lot of difference. The discussion was quite interesting to me because I too
knew many such evangelists during my school days since I had primary
education in our village school, which is a CMS School. Later my college
studies were mostly at the C.M.S. College, Kottayam and I knew well how
the CMS has done service in the field of education and thereby made the
Kerala Society a very forward-looking people.
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On other social and ecumenical events I had opportunity to meet Bishop
Sam Mathew. Once the District Collector of Kottayam invited the religious
leaders in and around Kottayam for a discussion to improve the facilities of
the town. Through valubale suggestions and creative proposals Bishop's
opinions were quite impressive. Only once I attended the Nilackal Ecumeni-
cal Council at the Catholic Archbishops House at Changanacherry. As Sec-
retary of the Nilackal Council, bishop has earmed the respect and admiration
of all others. In my opinion Bishop Sam Mathew worked extremely well as
Secretary of this Council.

The concern of the Bishop in the Jacobite and Orthodox disputes of the
Malankara Church needs special mention. As Chairman of the Kerala Coun-
cil of Churches, he made efforts to bring both factions to a dialogue. He has
very friendly relations to all the leaders of both groups. On one occasion he
wrote a nice letter to His Holiness Ignatius Zakka I, Patriarch. When we three
bishops of our Church visited His Holiness, the letter was shown to us and
we had a serious discussion on it. Later, I understand that Bishop Sam
Mathew received a reply and when I met him, he told me that he was much
pleased with the reply. The Patriarch endorsed and blessed the efforts of
K.C.C. and its Chairman to establish peace and harmony in the Church. The
ecumenical concern of the bishop was quite evident from the whole exercise.
Unfortunately, litigations were intensely carried on in the civil courts by
some and the scope for a negotiated settlement became bleak. The efforts of
the Bishop as Chairman of K.C.C. and that of others had to be stopped.

The success of Bishop Sam Mathew as President of the K.C.C. needs
special mention. More than anyone else in the past, the bishop was able to
bring the member Churches to close co-operation. I remember especially the
successful youth meetings, the K.C.C. could arrange in the different parts of
Kerala. I was able to attend two such meetings, one at Kottayam and another
at Adoor. Both meetings were successful and thoroughly ecumenical in char-
acter. [ understand that many such meetings were held under the auspices of
various Churches and promoted by K.C.C. These ecumenical events and the
good leadership given by the bishop as Chairman of K.C.C. revitalized the
organization as an ecumenical forum of Churches.

I understand that Rt. Rev. Sam Mathew has given astute leadership in
manifold ways to the Central Kerala Diocese as its bishop. His tenure is
marked by great harmony and progress. I remember the solemn occasion of
the golden jubilee celebrations of the C.S.1. in 1997 and the special event
organized by the Madhya Kerala Diocese. I was invited as a speaker. The
entire event on that afternoon was a great celebration and festive occasion.
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Thousands of the people from the nooks and corners of the entire Diocese
participated. The Choir was remarkable. Old veterans of the Diocese were
honoured. The bishop deserves much of the credit for the meticulous way in
which the programme was arranged.

As abishop Rt. Rev. Sam Mahew has made valuable contributions to the
religious, social and educational fields. I fully agree with the statement of Mr.
Simon John, who wrote in his letter: “undoubtedly the period of his Bishop-
ric is becoming a memorable phase in the history of the Diocese.” For those
who are outside the C.S.I. and who know the bishop personally, he will be
remembered as one who created understanding between Kerala Churches
and as one who earned wide acceptance in the Society.
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