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4 N

“The alternative isnot between violence and non-violence, but
between greater and lesser violence, between structural and special
violence and between hidden and manifest violence. If we are silent
about the endemic violence of the unjust economic, cultural and social
structure of our society and raise a hue and cry about the bloody
revolution which istheresult of theformer. We arejustifying the evil
tree and condemning only the evil fruit.”

- Dr. GeevargheseMar Osthathios
(Theology of a Classless Society, p. 53)
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“ |t seems to methat nay true Christian theology isatheology of a
classless society. We do not want to be reminded of the naked truth
that weare all robberswho have robbed both God and our fellowmen
toremain intheluxurious upper class. We do not want to recognize
the simple Christian teaching that everything visible and invisible
belongsto God the creator —Father and isintended for all hischildren
and not for the privileged few who have made the majority sweat for
the minority.”

- Dr. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios
(Theology of Classless Society,1980, p. 12)
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“We haveto identity ourselves with the poor and stand shoulder
to shoulder with them and convince the rich that we are not going
to be cowed down by them...... Collective bargaining by the poor
isgoing tobea costly affair, but it should be encouraged by the
Christian Church by consolidating the poor and oppressed of the
world nationally and internationally and siding with them till a
classless society emerges with love, justice and freedom.”

- Dr. GeevargheseMar Osthathios
(The sin of being rich in a poor world, p. 61)
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“M.V. George hasa passion for evangelism aready when | knew
him. Over the years he developed the same, including within its
scope, a concern for the poor and marginalized people on the one
hand, and adesire for the establishment of peace and justicein the
world on the other. As bishop, he brought out his book, Theology of
the Classless Society. He sees in the affirmation of the God in
Trinitarian terms the foundation of his theology for all people,
beyond class distinctions. Here the Metropolitan seeks obviously to
combine Orthodoxy with his evangelistic concern.”

- Fr.Dr. V. C. Samuel
(Triune God Love Justice and Peace, 1989, page 39)




301EHA3 MVMAL0 aldalBIeNM)

aveml MIBCAHNIAV

1989-@3 B0) (al@)61 ALIVWI8o AOAIBHWIME 203 BIVMICHGWIMS
MEBOM o) Q)@ ‘B0 BONB aH(SOMIG IVAUINMOWV]BIES)MN®)
2a00al0aln0esmMM).” 13 AUBHOTIM)EUaHo CGRUOEIROMIBE @REIR)6Io
M@H)EMUIUWE @Y QUM HUT @OEGaN0 MEBOM GBBNM] HalT).
‘BAIBOG 2DMA0 aldaldem.” @RYENIBAIGILOHOMOMONG aflsSloilel
23N EOAH(SOHOD EMIBHIWOEN) BREZA00 MEEBOM AlOMIMD. agf)6aB)o
MBI T GaUHWo @)SOYGMIOUE TVID)AOIMITIWIOS @R)YGUNIBAUTILH 6N
2061 GAINZOHDAN)o BREFAO0 alO6IW).

301B0089)0la] M@ G@RYYOMIT 2llaw]ee)BHWlo @P@IM)CAINE]
VDO BOMOS B L1012 |}OBHOMEIBEN)HW)o 21T ® al)C00adl®
GlUa%I0M ADIVIENEEIAIEl af)ID AlOATMIC BRGUDEWILGIWO
aflel. 28800 CHUBBHIM)0 @RAIOIROWV] @YUV TVoIOREBRSGRIA3
®a]Somyo alMeenad moad (11enIdlcomy OO(®ICa oLl IomIdWEa el
208 BMI@OAHIEGWOMVI0 ROND® &H6Mlafloyam).

.a)0.0f)aV., ¢1OAIlBa{I8Ss, GAWI. af)o. af)o. CMOAM @)SEEIVA
02001 @REZa00 MVoAINREBEICRIGHA|SI0)aN). GRGIENHS TV}
A GOONTIHHNIAIUDIN0W @IV HIFala|0S)BUB 0)alda]S}OD]. A®
Qw010 MVlB:0BH8 HaL)eMITYB00)2001 GRSITLOIMAIEAOW alel Elan
@dB)o 9ME0VICIOSH cIHA O} cOaIRIGS)0 VOB G@BEGa00
®@1alo)dleomm).

‘©0BaIoMIG3 ailuolmilen M aIdEn)o af)aNomd AiluolTVlene® &An
mo®maow =lallmo Mlenymm Y®&:Ele:wBen) 0 80)ala] am)
AU )OS DaODIOWIM) GAUNE] (alIBOD]HHIOHAAN’ D.af)o.ag)TVIOG
‘G309 CaIRl (alMoM@MIM’ @ROMIBMNAIW VIOV AJEM AOA
STVMOCHIEWIMS MOIHIV.

VLNOBMNEDIG3 CVAUIM M BC1BOO MVIaHSIEH)M . 6nil@d
OQMIIHG TVICMOHHENE BON(BOIH(SEBBYOS HSE@BUW o))
OM8800. @Y AVMUMM MSADAN CAVAUM (Al I}0alMEBUE M6rio
2)S1@oem. GR@IG MO0 MITIW)OS @RowoAlLl. VINOBENODIGI
BOIBO0O 2l}aH6Mo H2IT®IEM NIG3 CGHIAT TVMUMMOV®. @REAA
B3 10 GWOSOINT DENBOBH)IM® BAI(BOIH(SEBBSI®3 100 GWOSOIM)
ailgo@d @eaN aleMo B)al6m) &) S)o.



203 BME®OOEWIMS: 190

M2a0eOm oM (®1a0W] Mleletla] @REZa00 DOOOHW)o
9a10)0® aflglel. 2066)01uBle8 2@l (HII®ANO 2 @@ ald:00
IBeM B9 @1UolE3 MVIBEMB:101S0 WGl 2O EMOLHIWIEN) Mo
(10319 aMO®AN @EZa00 Aladudlay).

(BN @0NO $:0030[05)B03 alla)SBM @RYOIWMILIVATIGE &S
MY HWO] B 2]QUSHNIOHOW)0 alLlNERINOW)o BRYSICWISIHN)AM (alQI0
21&HMOEM BIMV@OOMIGWOTY. @REGaOAMIOM 21G) (@0 alClEnyan
AURHN)0 (AIIBOMMEBBB)0 2TlADHB)0 (VORLIBHNIAMAIBHNI0 @RHHIO L0
am  120690mM HFOAMO all. cnoalBailss Mlele:Hlenano).

Wlv®alemd RmmMo cS®ICNM (aI®15H006M. 2I06Md:0
al)06M HMOLIOMILIEN (HINS®) alloaN®). VINOBMND OB EBIMTA
330oMo al0AINA|FAIV}ES@IEM. af)NIM MMIEe)EaloLl)o BRDIEMIS
MG al)eIBOmOMOTegim quIo QladUMOMIM)o @REGa0o @S]
aflel. englmeadlendlonl milada@dd @AM afl§ aloQIEBUBeEeIa]
@06M) @OAMVo. @REEIOMHWIM)0 HaldToLlBsleNo af)loaIdsmn)o
LGN HDYENZIBN AN MIB)BHUBHN) GAUNE] TVRH:OBsIRI0 (alAIBGII
BHEMOAN)o @RGGZa00 @RY(NaTla)).

(eBwooElom BlMal(@o, Oan(eni). 18)

“l amnot saying that socialism isthe panacca for al theills of
society, but itismeasure biblical teaching capitalism and a mixed
economy........ Itiscertainly easier topractice Christianity insocialism
than in capitalism . If by Christianity we mean total Christianity
including God and neighbor.”

- Dr. GeevargheseMar Osthathios

(Theology of a Classless Society, p. 50)
\\ J




am6aBU3, ArlS MaHSHa|SAIR

@22l A3 nicomoal

@O22OW MaFiS6|SIEMIOUE MRS ag)TDIEN) MaHUSAIBYAN®.?. AIlS!

B) M &HOLIOWIIGRISH) MIABIENMmEMILFIWIBs 30) MaInilglow (al0d
@OM af)M) AilSle90e285103 MM @MMAEEMAlo 80) (aldod@mOm
oM. BHEMHUE MEEOWHHeaISl0)aM DYDMo, ERGIOM ®la)s
Q@B 21)5}019)a{l2JS)OM C210636BB)S TVIMOV2LIGUE CMOUdavemil
Dloenslaflapod0ms aImosm 2e1vloEElo® 26Q00) arlglealsnd
V1)IM)EAUO? ERYOLAOMITEN0 HB0LIaI0®SHOWIM)2s03 @rRdom
MIBo Galosel alo®)M RIAUMOMIG HeBAUNOD &mElS alluolmileso
oM ‘¢cmoaay) am 2001 20cAILlenoWICRIBs. DO)al®) AGau
EBBUHNA OO 2OMMHOAIMVN, AUIWMISAB 2)j0 GaldeLl JoElen)o
QW16 2JS)EHIMINUIDD @@ AUSBANGIGIAEH:SB)ES®IW0)aN). G0
60905} ®lalnElwoqflmvleal milang)eniemilcd eo(@129Wes oilo)ailo)
@9eilo @RHMISIVIGE @RIVINN®EWINS GHOOMI0)MM). @RARY @Al
MEILO(MWHS @PMIOA] @02))0AIEO0M ‘0 el’am ‘af)am)ee>06ms
MOOMIO) (SIM@IOWIVEL af)ID (DMOHODWIEN) @Y WVVAIBEIVO).

)N HEEBOB »)S0O® @Y CMIUBILaRIVIGE MVBAala»IE:)el
B30 BRS)HH] HAlE)ON). GBEMNIVIGE M)S6EE] DS®)ald:H @l
QRBOBOLITHV0)aN ©0aH(EST® am 7, HEPIMICIOR Halo)a9seeI0
0n10®106310 @RMW)OS HlBOMSEBUS, alo@laISee) OAla] alldl
cwmElalam MalOWHEN Ol )8SS HBG08)EOMIQAULNG)IN BOGR U3,
@ES)O® 30E3IWallm) MOLRIFILIOH® Caldd)MAONG @1)UdE:E>UD.
@REEBOM @RYORIAHG TVHL! ADOIHEBB)0 OB WF10.2))0HH06ME)BS
W(@»HoM@ am @3, 2elnidd af)dalal ~ al80Q)6anoalGd alam)
wlan). MI2dMNLEEBS10S ®OBSHHWQODIMISWIGE afllmumod @y
@O0Yo MMIMOAB alNIMOO}BOWEJ0Ud DBla{ISETIM) ald00 datiSla]
‘M@da fls’@0em) e1cla®). KOMOAZB®8)0S V0B ajoafleNES8)eS
weniclael avlavem. AdEmadMa|(@o MI5la@leajoo) AIyERLE M
POl $00)6MYo, H2efla) KWETPOTIN) B0) @EPARERLOTVMO BOYBH.
ailgle96q|S00m @R@GIOWEajoer! 2llamd:8 al®leiled M5lwealoud
@OMIOBHISIBHHENE] QIAD).



203 BME®OOEWIMS: 192

af)E6BBIS6M... af)AWIMOEM DD WI(®? BRAUOBBSIGI Ao @ROI
01588 30) Da02a)GOICIMOM BHIEMIM..... GRMITNOBHTNCO M6
2)QAOHOITD, HIMYAIW DSHAISENHHUE MSTMOITD B0) OBAild:
@M @IDIOO® GaldBio §alQOM! alGHH Nilara@0a....?

R1MBAUO@RENN H29)B)@NC1E00LNE:Ud TBOE: MTEHOM LML)
@06M2|OWO00U8, AUOVMWAS alBlalWea|SB.

OMWIV)o AMYULOAUDI00 af)SIENITDAUB! H6e) HOFIOIN®. aile
Hooowloym) am *

2l o8 M3 H1esHslw allel aemlen)0)d08. @RSyOmI0yMM
QRLA CGMIBIGRINS) 2106010310)aN) DOEBYAM). Rlallmo 630y ™lalens]
WO(MEaIIHLIMOM! alLlGafo9lo B8N0 M 1eldsslel, @eeLleEsled am

1end o) HAI0P® cOMMlaflen)o!

alfl GIRAUM)BU3, AUIGIMV® quOelEBSlcalss Sleneqs)omad,
2f)ileSHWIHHHEWI EDOEBBIIMAIAR, HMIFSIOMI)ATIS 0 TVoTVIGBHHIM
aIQ0OmAIB, 2112100565 OalOFMNS)ENMNAIA.... Gy AUYBLOME|OSAL...

HQCOME GIYaUM)o THOEEBENE CTYaHMIo Hy@ 20V @RClwoan
anaId B8O AIOMIA.

©DQMOo af)Ca0PB1RN0 BOJOMHM DO ilING:MILNOAAN] ald
EOQOUB  NInOYDOMABS]HN)AN).

DBWAV)OLEMINSIao @REEBOHM B0} EMYOD (alBOMOIIGE AIE
elleo00le3 (SWIMI06EEL af)eEBRIOSITILPNE® MINHISHNIM alos
@3, mal aclevelo Hsiysleal? Rlaloomlong omzQeEBud &Sl
M5199)B a)OINIOBH al0WIAN®IOM BRI O1BHIBMN0? HAVAY
GaloWBmY, angSIMS.... LISHITLOIMEODSNSBS alomleel aflslags]
&U3. GARAHMIG3 WMo GREEBIZIBS ()00, BIGZOOIGHUWBE HHIS)
CHNENE aleMo... D MAIGIANAEHMASINIV] B0) HFWBHaflowW
@REWO (aldailay). @RABQY20W] ‘@RISR’ AIFl®:8)o MaMeS AIFle:8)o
‘@OAINAY BHEMIN)HBJo MANOS HEMHNHB)o VOGIWID:)o. BREBBHM
)l GUUOTNOG 200OAUS] 2 |OTIGEIGE DLIB:OTVROW MSOIMAUON
9OB0I0 HOOHETMS)OM HAVAG GaldoWBa )M AUISIVMILIOTIHLIGI.
B0lonao ARLOOIGHOITD @Y @RI

@RV10EBO8 MSEHHEMMM AUSlH:SleNOs MSOMIWAIWE, oIe)IMmO



193 @RERIAOOD MVIQIGUDaHO

V06338 ByatSIOAl] @RYERINAIM alOTID)OB:0S)ENMNAIUE, @AM
20W)0, @RYUIDTVAOW)0, GREWAIWI0 LIBHEBBUILE @OALM)SIWAID......
@poleolo)arlel @y @oen 26Q00) ArlSOBEA!

©210la{lS0OO® 0EToo 2)9)0I8 WIMVW® OBH6ME)M0a], @)2A1WI@3
rOljolealgale e2elaomarman) C®IMIaflen)an 80) al)¢ooadl
@og Mm@ @GREY ‘62166 EEIMOV] MIINHE:IS)OMEA0PIEN @3y
2001 SHEMBO. QAUSHO WIGIVIG MSIM)AIE)IM @oallw)siom B1380eal
&HOVWHMOIW @Y Na0Ial)GOIaSIMOM..... (alaleRUOO M)PIAIM)o ald]
GUOWIBNIAM  HEMHUD, allidEaldeel QilvdrInd® HMGIOmSEEBUI,
B ®I00W] GaldOm)ala] MM MM, DOAI QIQIGI®  GHIBY6M Yo
0alT®106B)M VA HANUBESEBBUI. OB HOGHOAUL).... @RYBY
Mal@umMo. enilata J2OAd MEEBHMD)0? @RYBY MaldUMOMIN ERA(3
®Oenes aledam QAIHOWIBS DO)aI®S] MSEMo. @RCIWIND @REGZA00
MSM)BHWO)BHVIV]OIMM)..... AMAVICRISS. “al)@IW 6NI0a] @RYOoE]
B0 @RYOY BOTVo &)S] HFlWemMo. MOT HUOEAWOMB HI6Mla)) @Yo,
ol aillwociles.”

MQHSICLINNSBS alSIHUd HWOIEMUIUWY GaldBOFI3 NIHEIW)ENEO
W10} al@ENM) B)al GRAUD) HOAINVOHW W)ai®R0W MIW] Galosel
2)0)0HaflSlaf). @@]? @CIVOARMM aBQaljo @RS)OMWIUB HORLI(l
Oloel 80} 6§9QGlE:M. BRERAOCMICLINGHTMIG2]00M ‘allwarwes
0 2fleflendud @ 1WIB)e@0? alaDIB)RIEBSIOS OTILNSU 210S]
HOSEHOMBS AU HB06RIa ] 90EBEICa W] NYWMIS2IWOS Daly
2001 O0BHOTM @RYLLHSLcRIss @yFomea allgl aim). ‘@loyeaml
@108 aN).” DD GREMIaUEMo ONZVAHOE ‘@PRSWIS’ MW, ;Alwl]
erIom], aflel @REMIaUEMEEBU3, AN QAISIEUB. al@]6I) VIO MG
aflel 20}aliSld08, @O@IMaj00 @Y @BEY TVAIVACTICE AGQYIMMo
alo@OMOWIleL (101E0AE: AHEM al0Da0OAVHO HENE ANlEAIBHOMMBOM
Galoeel, V)OS (alHOUERQ DI H:EMOCAINNR! GaldB)6EBS)0) ]
GajoWl. CHUWBHNMDOL! ((0RL: D CRIGHOMITE 2HQIa)o VoAl
£9)alOeam 25108, ANVIBHOM OMB) ANV B0.... HOHalSINo0)
(I10B@NM... @IBlafCalddHemMAGE].... BHAUCIT B0} HOHBHMO. Aflow
GRINRS , BRMINEA]IOS, HMITUOCOMIOS @Y HAIG aBQ)IIBEIVEA[0Ud
@OOB)OOTIH B)aNI0 AUEAUIVI}AN) GRG). MilatafAOB B AI0)EUB
SDEEEBOSJ0 @O)CA0?.... afleid MO2D BRER)MOQS)OMIMOIV] Ao
2MYaHLOAUMO00 af)S)OHAUCIV]BIH6)0.!



203 BME®OOEWIMS: 194

v

@)aN) AUGHEEBA..... GROIRBHAUGIW)OS @PYSHHANLTABU®......
@RYWIOCU]HMWPS aflel GRHAINDYOLISLREGUS. MVBs alldiIoleng allel
lalel®@.... al®eEEa0T® omIom allel H@H0 K0E0 AlEBBAA....
GINMBMM) AUTSHOMBS B)OOGRIN2INSHBIOS QUS| UD.

80) MalBudmo.... 8OGMIaUEMo..... 80)22))88 aflel (alBO® MSOm
6BU.... DOIVWIVIOYM)..... MMHANSS 2N HSICRINS) ASEBBIAIONM.....
alSéhjo QAIRI)o @RAOMW)e @REROV®)o Afl§ af)EBOHMWOEM aileid
"©)ailod aflmosel @oEBlIom1cle o @M @ICRIEN)8s8 @RAlailend
AUSB80WI0)M) @Ry MM QAIGHUEBBUI.

\%

DO}al®) AUBAHEIBUD.... af)P)TNW MILISHOEBBUY AW jodd BoE]
MBMo. BRYHOIOGHEWI OGBS (AITVONOTHNOla].... LI Moen
QUOHO)B03. BRS)OM) MGIHHNMNAUNHO GMOLE] ‘DAIM ASIWMI.” MGANO
5188 VI MU ES HVRRRMVORONMIBHB0V0)AM) DD B)S1ENIF 2183

\

@RAITVOM AW HEMBD. al06om), ‘(alMon]BNIM Galdd)aN
QIFlO.” “@)e0m6BBU8 aB®) B0 1@32” ‘moeileno @remilenoc.” “@oal
8)90s eR0eil.” ‘@9qajdlel’ “@oamilendemodlse.” ‘el m)aleo
@RUle)’ ‘@pEBOHMOMM) GaIGME?” ‘anal] ;losmmald alls) ateml)o,
nNEV1IA0MOA3 @@ICE ®oaaVlen)o.” MIAOMIEHSIOM @Y DO
o3 @RIVIGle)) 2ildla))..... afllOOD al®)eBs alosom) ‘allgysamunad
GHUICHNENS.

N3 ” <

VI
M 610)683U3?

@OHAIGBHA.... BACOMIAMIBHOM ca@dailenaualeldemAd...
HOIETBLIY0 BRORSVAILIODAIA.... BISIDBOYEMUIWR..... BBIS0? H0O]
Alee)aM B0 ArlS)o? af)MOLo EMEEBUBHE AlOWIREEIO.

AMEBBUD HMOSISIENE.... CBHSISINE.... ADEBBBYOS H)OS MSAVIG)6NE....
ADEBOS MO 2Nldlaflg)ens...... DEaJO)o AEEBBEBINSI|MENS... DG
WELW... MOIOMHNIUR.... BOQD.....?



(0D 3)S1B69$ a1

D, Maf). CRIMNVal

DLIBHOTVRIOMMo B(U0aH0021003M BAWI. MIAURMIMS 208 SMI®O
O@IEWOTS HA(@GallOmI, 1950-HS1T3 0eIBOMEWIPEI aI8Sls:
S103 HMAUBaUM el &Slad ®Rielajjmlan &oelclSo. @RAT
@PGE3a0o Wlenmd m)ene)eaI@d ail. ¢20BZE ag)o.ag)., enil.awl, agyal.sl.
ag)o. (nI0WEEBHREMY af)2NICOW0 @RYB:GaHISN)AM (alTVoo WO
BB B0 0ROV MO 1952-9L1 AUVLIGmE! 203 GIVEAICIEGWOMS
lnioaIgsidlonl %meaiBaued mely ezl §uenowad @YW
©)aM). AlHO3IVAVOD BAMIVMBAUMAl). D VMM IVAWVOID)
AOEEBBIOS BAUMOILN0 AUIAM). af)O0Y TVEA0BOM ROV ag)a) ailg]
#0)aD O, 6af). aflefla] (DGajowd Od. ©ag). adlefla] om0 m)
UO2ROWHG  BRYH:GaUEMAUILIVOBT]I0W].

1956 2)®@3 GROWI2JoM MocALleno HAVAG Galdwdas avail
GUOAHORIVOMIGE @RoWAIW]. HAVM GaldWBaY (NIBARA0YW Bl
EEMOBIM  MEINABIEAOBHN)AOM af)o. Afl. GROBEE @2JEMINSIao
adl. ag)o. G®OAAV HUAROYM)o, OB Haf). adleila] HUEROYMo @O IDATI
02001 af)M® 80} HOBAUMICVWINAOW] &0emM)aN). @O)EaM] &:0elo
®21QM®)AUO0 ®l0)EAMIPW 80) MIPCEaIInLl alla?)SAA oo M
MVEROIBOOM HHBAUCAULITEH0V] TVadalla) MEBS)OS BOMOail®O
BOMICOWI0 H)Sa{l0a}HBOVW 2HHOBW)o HOBAl0 @RMY(WDaSlaf).

Q03101020 ILIOINMOIW amOM ¢Roeil HaIT@IOYID ag)ald
auoelsislelo Tv)alleuoat(a G LI0aHeMIBMN0 BMMIOHIEWIM @I10)
caml aqumduwlaflgens. €¢E0eJo@3, B)enI0W, @PIBIMIl @)S6EEIw
muoeleEBud MUMBAUTIEe)IM MEVE @10)EAMIWOS IMEBBINS Bh)S)o
MIOMIOEI MLOATIW o @RAID2IJA0W TVEINIaHO aldAaN) ATIS)ME.

OB ®A al)G00a0lMABHE) (alGURMOM)A®] ej0om avmal
@GO6NIY Galorss uNeIEBEIG3 ago. all. ¢RIADEE @RYNMG (al0Id
oMo ‘0o)R)elvleal MI0}0A’ «f)aD B0) (aITLNIMo 0l @R0E:)
QDM $HO0MAIW]. @M MM @RECMG:o MINILINMNIAHE TVaNIW
o316 20OV 0)aleaSlBlen)aM).

@y all®moallom &)0la] afllel widlel 2N@&WB ales ales)
QUI SO},



203 BME®OOEWIMS: 196

80)0la] @O® §21QaN TVAVGV WOR(AIBMOM®V)o BGAIBANMI® S
QADVM®e OM@ (aEOOM®)0 af)eloo MIBQYaSleN)EMIoUd DENZO
@)D BRYMMBEILOC] GAIHOIAINIAM. WO(@ONGEDY &HOMIAN BIGOI
BLUDLEBOBHN)0la]) HIS)MT @ROIVIAIIMIBS @IOW)o (VOGRLWO
@eam.

@OGCGaOOMING (alTVoWEBUS af)Ga|o9)o CVUYBITV®) G131
SIOD06M. al0QUIEBOS HOJMIAUOMIo GRAOD GaldQ)AIOM)N)BS
Glad@EM M@  (alTVoW) 2ISIAIM GLUOIDMIBNNS HAEAMTOM O
BN}, MIZ1BaN06EBSE@3 AFlaM) (alMoio G UBHN)AIOM AIGYAN MIMI
R0CI2mTNe0 allgla] GRAIN)OS AMOBIOLI al0g) alClaflén)o. allanis
@P2|MB B0) aldg @PAIOO allaflev)o. @EAITVOMO B0) (aldBGOM.
SDDBYUY BHO0Y6EBUE M 13 WM Caldd)ale). B30 0la)a0d
OMIWo WoEISMME. MM IO V]LNVIGEM @IE)CAMIWOS ALY
MOV 3)S)06NIA0W] @RERWO (aldailenym).

“Om)aHi M@)o VIR0 MVIMa0iMIMIWIo TVYEEHIDO
QMO0 a0MIEN)IN YOITV(@al}EON@IW)o MDM AVOCED B>
®)o af)2100I3E9NMB8 M0l Afld:aVMo @PAVIRLYAIEN)o.
TVNUO  alBslS0O® TVIOalla] HAUDE)MD EHS1K0IEMOIB Ba0
a10ail&806m. TVMICY alB1SOTD af)loaio)o afludle,g806m. ag)elo
€&0S10010MO0)0  aldall®:806Mm. alSleMaloQIEBUWBEN)0 @O0
00Oa]g TVMICDIM @RAIB #)5100IIAleNM®). alislsomd am
eoom 2)@engl 8olevelo B0} (GHIM®IPMIVEL OISO
O@I@3 (SIV@0Mes qunomanaiel.”

- cawa. W0}V M3 BIVGICHICWIAND



af)a0MI 630) CMAN....
Qilx)A MOV (alaiydailan)cno?

NaNISad
(UK Editor, www.malayal .am)

(00189 BOaHIAIMBI®AB H6N8)allSla] 80) @RMAIY al3(AICOIWA6N)
‘HALO." sn@1ea3 1)6MGEISMISHUB alflGa]d9)o @R)U3OOBAIEBBIO6M
®leho @PAIO)OSHWEID0 UBlOMVSITE 20O |SIAM (aldH0UdaleIWo @l aj)o
B0} BHLIDGHI0O TV} FHSIWIEM. af)IMOI@ (aldall® (V1B TVoMTH60
01, 80) aIdlWlaeo WOTS(®1VRWV] HOSV]BeNalg DD @A)
3 @gsro meBlailles 206aILlen0VIT HOSIM@ &HEIG00603
auyasislogl, GMEoacla] 20Mallé:@®HSs CAIBUIMS(@ARo, AllglaIMOW
&0 aflond:glo mamidlafla] am)euym@OOS Rielen)an GcuwoE
OEBONBOAM. MMV AUBOHS] alOTMOLN0 @)Y G@RalBQ] aMm)
aHIOM ®1012Cl)AUOM CRIBHBNOTHS GREOLIBIGE AMaUTVEM
aOl&8e9 nYELIMS DMB0ANGHIL] af)I DOaBS OO 6TBI6M.

0od R1alOomMed M@eWeo qLWINle] 80) QYO @PeL|
B103 30} @PORIV AYSMIMIo BClEvLI0 DNV, GREOLIS;IC
2m200lslel af)Mm 2OM2 AlWIdMVEOMINS al0WeS. af)AMO B0}
CORAV... aBO®O0) AMCALIADIGHHUM)o @RYNa0IEN)N @R OHBAll::
CORM OOBHAUGIHN QM @OEZa00 @PMIEANa MIOWEEBUE HAIMO®
@RAB9)0 (Al®H 13O0, ag)MOT AMEBBBROS WIQAUAMIS BANSEH:H0
B0} 62106180603 MV aldlw)eL all®oal el Wlo)an)eals;cd
ST MAUTVBWNS 2OMAlSH® WIAITVMa00 af)eBBOM @I0]2jolw)
20 loyam).

DO af)dQ @RBAW all®oalleom @RMMIABILHM (VMNo GBRYEEM
MBS ®OBH0MNE  AO(@ Q06N Gald alOWOHD® M(OWY0 &)TNIEN 0
2.

af)MO@S af)HMW D @ajajd) D AIMAITVAN00 OHISISN)AN
NInOOTICWEHIWB ) @CWO AUERGIEM GREGAOTIM af)Oa3 AMm
Mlenss munomo. AUISHO 6210} 0O af)d0d allmoailom oesarls
cQILIVEHOV] ©OHallSlajjedoml @R Allud)ed AMUIOG OBDaf)
2BMOW] BOE0IS) GalBOM)ailSla))e0msE a0caIelleno ag)o.gl.avl.olos
Qla] 1992-@ aloeoO™), “MIOG GRa|M oG BHMOM, MIOWHY
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OH0JDHMYo. MIEMOS af)MIOSHOBIM alOWOMBSB), AM)aHIOHM
M3EMaslHvsMo, aldUPSAUO BO)®6Mo.” B0} ag)goo OV all3§0d
@dles aMAVI@ HWC1a|QoAa GAIBUIIT (@0, GRM) HANWIEM
Mo af)MISL! GAUIBUIMS(o.

af)BI0 @PM)MIDEEMEBEIRN0 A lOWIN®EAIOLI &)S)omIcmleeal
@Palajom@ alleowo alo)EmI® allsal Mle:om)am GRABH) ©$]
B! af)MM HAIOYANNSSIM VWIH®IO) (AITVS@IW)AlEl, GMEODG]a]
@e3a00mend 2lallmo B:06Mla)@an MMWHS CMRAV, &I6eMlal)
@M 008afls: AIFlHud, DOMIeLIgNe Daldlwow] af) I Moo 2ail
B9EMOAM auIamo R1ANOOWILNHS HRA0VMAOW @R AUMY all®o

@IBEBEBIAN AV}OY(AIBHIVOBIOMW CUORWIG3 HAISIOMIBEBBYIN @OEF
a0OOM 2 NANBHWBHO)0 AMaULMTEMa0@®IM)o MMIG3 WYQIHH
8)95 (ad®13H20WT MIAMO®:6ME) aloWesg, B3M6ELUTle: quilole:o
EMEEBUBHN)0 @oa|J00 FMNEEBSBIOS GI0)EAM] @RA|2f0.. ADEEBUBHE @633
afluo)rbmoem... eMEEBUEEs) GAIMEIWo &)S] (AI0BMOILHMER.

BOOMM@WIOE! (allND alDOMOIVIO)AN &(aldaN. GWI. of). oil. OR.
@6NIBY B Belem DRLOIEeS:

“l amawell inthisgreat land
Looking at its millions of boysand girls
Todraw fromme
Theinexhaustible divinity
And spread His grace everywhere
Asdoesthe water drawn from awell”
(Wingsof Fire: AnAutobiography A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, p. 177)
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Introducing Mar Osthathios
to the younger generation



Metropolitan Dr. Geevarghese
Mar Osthathios:
TheMan and hislife

Fr.Dr.T.P.Elias
Background - Family and Education:

His Grace Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Osthathios was born at
Cherukole, Mavelikara on 9th December 1918, as the second son of Mr.
Kochitty Kochitty and Mariamma K ochitty of Munduvelil family. Kochitty
belonged to the Mar Thoma Church, but Mariamma of Eazhakadavil family
was a member of St. Jonn’s Orthodox Church, Pathichira. As she was a
heiress Kochitty had to shift his residence to Pathichira, and he joined the
Pathichira Orthodox Parish. Bishop Osthathios's original name was M. V.
George (Munduvelil Vydian George). Georgekutty (as he was then called)
had hisMalayalam Education upto Standard V11 in Government High School
Cherukole. After completing 7th Standard, he discontinued his studiesfor a
year dueto financial strain, during which period he went around preaching
the gospel. Then he joined Second Form for English Studies in St. Jonn's
Middle School Pathichira, as a priest offered to pay his fee. Thereafter he
joined B. H. High School Mavelikarawhere hewon amerit Scholarship. After
passingtheE. S. L. C. Examination hetook the Teacher’s Training Certificate
Courcein St. John’sRural Basic Training School in Sasthamkotta. Thoughin
class examinations he always got the highest mark in Psychology, in thefinal
examination hefailedin thevery same subject. Thisfailurewasablessingin
disguise. If he had passed that year he would have got appointment as
Teacher in some School. Next year he passed Psychology examination with
credit. About thistime his spiritual activities attracted the attention of Bishop
Abraham Mar Thomawho recommended him for B. D. Coursein Leonard
Theological College Jabalpur where the Methodist Church gave him afull
Scholarship. During his final year (1947) Dr. V. P. Thomas, his Professor
recommended him for aScholarship at Drew University Madison, N. J., U.SA.
Hisfriends and benefactors raised the fund to meet histravel expenses. He
flew from Madrasto Culcuttaand then from Calcuttato Hong Kong heflew
in aflying boat. From Hong Kong he sailed by seafor 18 days and reached
San Francisco. From there he went to N. J. across the land by bus and train.
Even when he was a student as early as 1943 he had run a Gospel preaching
Centre at Mavelikara in a rented building. While sailing in the ship in his
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regular intercessory prayers, he included a prayer for finance to build a
permanent gospel hall.

During histwo year studiesin Drew, he wasin great demand in various
Churchesfor week-end Programmes and Sunday Sermons. After passing the
M. A. Degree Examination creditably under Dr. Edwin Lewis, Carl Michleson,
Stanley Hopper and other illustrious Professors, joined Union Theological
Seminary for S. T. M. There he had the rare privilege of studying under
Reinhold Neibuhr, Paul Tillich and George Florovsky. While hein the Union
Seminary, his class-matestook him to various Churchesin the East Coast of
U. S.A. Hepreached at three hundred placesin three years. And the savings
he could make from histravel money heinvested in abank in Tunkhannock
Pain the name of hisfriend Dr. Arthur Davanport, with aview to utiliseit for
purchasing the land and building for the Gospel Hall, for which he had
prayed. After three years of study in the U. S. A. he returned to Keralain
1951. The Serampore University honoured him by conferring Doctorate by
writing his serviceto the humanity. From 1952 he has been on the faculty of
the Orthodox Theological Seminary, Kottayam for along time as a Professor
of Theology and later as a part time Professor.

Ordination and consecration

His Ordination asa Sub-deacon in 1948 - three daysbefore hisjourney to
U.S.A. - took placeat theinitiative of hisVicar Revd. Fr. M. A. Alexander. He
wasordained aPriest by H. H. Baselios Geevarghese Il on 10th May 1956 at
Catholicate Palace chapel, Kottayam. He distinguished himself as a priest
and served the Orthodox Church with unremitting zeal. Rev. Fr. M. V. George
was consecrated as Bishop Osthathios on 16th February 1975, at Niranam
Church along with Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios, Joseph Mar Pakomios, Tho-
mas Mar Makarios and Stephanos Mar Theodosius.

Hisentirelife and ministry has focussed on God's love for the poor and
oppressed everywhere. He has heard their cries for justice and freedom.
Their special needs have becomeapart of thefabric of hisbeing. Inhisdaily
life he has practised what he has preached embracing asimple life stylein
solidarity with the poor. “ AsaChristian who identifieswholeheartedly with
his Orthodox tradition, he sensesthe power of the Spirit pervading all people
and all things. And, above all, his complete fidelity to the “caring-sharing
God” of the Blessed Holy Trinity offers humanity a solution to its many
problems: the promise of a classless society-free, sharing and diverse - a
society in which the liberating love of God isthe alphaand the omega.

In 1952 he was deputed as the del egate of the Church at the World Youth
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Conference which took place under the auspices of theW. C. C.inC. M. S.
College, Kottayam. Other world conferences he attended include “ Faith and
Order” assemblies at Accra, Ghana, at Banglore and at Lima, Preu and the
world assembly of C. W. M. E. at Bangkok. He was al so the delegate of the
ChurchintheW. C. C. VIth assembly in Nairobi in 1975. Hewasinvited to
give akey-note address at the world assembly of C. W. M. E. in Melbourne
in 1980 on thetheme* Your Kingdom come” which waswell received. Hewas
adelegate of the Church in the Consultations with Roman Catholic Theolo-
giansat Vienna, Austria, in 1971, 1973 and 1975. Asthe only member of the
Indian Orthodox Church in the International Association of Mission Stud-
ies, he attended its meetings at Harare, Zimbawe (1984) and also at Rome
(1988). Except interior China, he could go to al the continents of the World to
attend ecumenical meetings. His contributions have been invaluable in the
ecumenical world both in Indiaand outside. After the Orthodox Church has
joined the National Council of Churches, the Kerala Council of Churches
elected him to its highest office of Presidency. He served asthe president of
theKeralaauxiliary of the Bible Society of India. Healso serveasthe Presi-
dent of Theological Literature Committee of Christian Literature Society,
Tiruvdla

AsaMetropoltan, al the parishes co-operated with himin hisminis-
try. As afirst step, a new building construction in Diocesan Head Quarters
Bethany Aramana, Thiruvallato commomerate the Silver Jubilee of H. H.
Baselios Geevarghesethe |l whose departureto glory was on 3rd Jan. 1964.
ThisJubilee conference centre - athree storeyed building - with Officerooms
for al spiritual organisations of the Diocese, guest roomsand alarge confer-
encehall, isan asset to the Diocese aswell asto the whole Orthodox Church
and sister Churches.

Mar Osthathios was the President of Orthodox Youth Movement of In-
dian Orthodox Church. He was an inspiration for the Youth Movement and
MGOCSM of the christian community asawhole.

Asthe President of Sleebadasa Samooham (servants of the cross), spe-
cia mention must bemade about St. Simeon Home, Carmel Dayara, Kandanadu
amemorial tolate Pathrose Mar Osthathios, whichisaHomefor theold. This
was constructed during the tenure of Office of Metropolitan Osthathios as
the President of Servant’s of the Cross and its Missionary Wing.

As theologian & writer

Metropolitan OsthathiosisaTheologian and writer of thefirst order. He
has written books both in English and in Malayalam. Some of his booksin
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Malayalam have goneinto record editions. Hisbook “ Theology of Classless
Society”, in English was printed in London, New York and Madras and its
german trand ation was printed in Hamburg, W. Germany. A Malayalam trans-
lation by * Chintha Publishers' is published.

Another book entitled * Sharing God and a Sharing World' also was pub-
lished. It his deep conviction that Trinitarian monotheism means eternal
sharing of Love, Freedom and Holiness as the very essence of God. Hence
the Church, Christians, and the whole humanity must become a sharing
society, changing the present order of exploitation that makestherichricher
and poor poorer. Political Theology is the theology that persuades politics
to ensure the sharing of the good resources of theworld by all the peoplefor
thewholeworld.

Founding &. Paul’s Mission Training Centre, Mavelikara:

. Paul’sWyoming Gospel Hall, Mavelikarawas started in 1953 with the
personal savings of Metropolitan Osthathios and at present it has grown
into a major Institution owned by the Holy Episcopal synod of the Indian
Orthodox Church under the name St. Paul’s Mission Training Centre.

Westaphalia Evangelical Church of W. Germany waskind enough to give
substantial aid for the construction of building for the centre for anew press
and press building, and an Annexe. The Centre offers a three year training
cource for the youth of our Church.

Founding of Brotherhood & Ashram

St. Paul’s Asram and Children’s Home Puthuppady with acres of land
support around orphans and destitute children. Thereisabrotherhood there
priests and brothers. There are al'so St. Paul’s Convent and Girl’s Home at
Puthuppady which support orphan girls.

Pioneer in establishing Orphanages, Destitute Home Old
age House & organisations

Almost all the projects founded by Mar Osthathios are with the motto
preferential option for the poor. In his speeches and writings he exposes the
selfishness of the callous rich and pleads for social justice and sharing of
God's resources by all the children of God irrespective of caste, creed or
colour.

The Orphanages he has started received no government grant or foreign
subsidy. The members of the Church far and near support these institutions
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generously and the annual reports with donors' list and audited accounts
are sent to them annually.

Foundations, started by Mar Osthathios, at the early stage, are Sick Aid
Foundation (SAF), Marriage Assistance Foundation (MAF) and House
BuildingAid (HAF). A Head Quarter of MAF and SAF, isalready constructed
in Ulloor, Trivandrum under the name St. Thomas Karunya Guidance, Cen-
tre. It aims at giving guidance to patients to various reference Hospitalsin
Trivandrum to give counselling to couples before and after marriages, to
extend job guidance to the unemployed and to be aspiritual centre, for those
who comefor spiritual guidance.

Mar Osthathios Feels...

Even at hisdeathbed, Mar Osthathiosfeelsthat but for the grace of God,
and the selfless service of his colleagues and the love of his innumerable
friends, far and near, none of these things could have been achieved. It was
with Rs. 5/- donated to him by aPriest that hejoined English School after one
year’s break early in his educational career. He wantsto repay not only that
amount, but many other such contributions that sustained him all through
his life. He feels that he can never repay what he has received because
compared to what he has received he has been ableto give only avery little
inreturn.

“em0a8 MMM MO RMla ARSI, TLMUMNMOVS] AG1HeAIM)0
@oeialogalel. af)Mlds (al0oMVlEN}AIOM)0 BaODI|SIAUOM)0
samalel. a)gldo BAOMIAMBI®IET. af)daNE)0la] ag)oT»
lelo (ald13emajo@d ‘@GR SAOMOIAUIE)M)’ af)aN) Ao
OOm0o (GWoa0 21:7).”

- GAW9. cn’lcud(glm‘)’ M3 SIVOMIMICWIMND



Tributeto theldeal Missionary with
Great Visons

Geevarghese Mar Coorilose Metropolitan

Assoon as | passed the 12" standard examinations, | had longed to get
admitted in Orthodox Theological Seminary Kottayam. But at the sametime
few eldersand well-wishers suggested meto seek Seminary admission only
after my graduation in secular education. To unlock the dilemma, | decided
to have abetter opinion from Fr. M.V. George, the then Professor Orthodox
Seminary Kottayam. When | presented the topic to him, he replied soon
after asmall prayer and ausual smile, “ You must seek admission now itself.
Andif try to join after graduation and if your mind is changed in between,
who would be responsible?’| had no other option and sought the admission
in Orthodox Seminary with a decision to have further secular studies
thereafter. In my Seminary, Fr. M.V. George had been my mentor, guideand
role model to a great extent. When Fr. George was a Deacon, heis well
known in the Holy Church aswell asthe sister churches, as an appreciable
Orator. The thought provoking sermons and speeches of Fr. M.V. George
helped the listeners to have surprising changes in their spiritual outlook
and to absorb a spiritual revival.

During my school days, | had opportunity to attend annual conferences
of MGOCM and Youth Movement, wherethe speeches of afew, like Fr. M.V.
George, had been the main source of attraction for most of the participants.
During the question-answer hour, al the participants used to give heed to
him with much curiosity and devotion. In the Seminary he was literally a
friend and guide to one and all. He was approachabl e and acceptable to all
studentsand colleagues alikein the Seminary. Hewas so kind and patient in
listening and advising al in the proper way who had approached him.

As soon as | had graduated from the Seminary, he took initiative to
channelize my future and had a word with Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus
Metropolitan, the then President of MGOCSM, which was instrumental in
absorbing me to the movement as afull time worker. He had been so keen
and particular in addressing the annual conferences of MGOCSM without
fail, while being a Priest as well as a Metropolitan. Due to his vast vision
and dedication, he has outshined as a true disciple of St. Paul, not only in
the evangelization but also in rendering mighty and continuous charity
deeds to the poor, destitute, downtrodden and helpless many irrespective
of caste, creed and color. Dr. Mar Osthathios had been arole model to the
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Metropolitans and the entire clergy. When money was flowing in the strict
literal meaning, His Grace was so particular in acknowledging the donors
with proper receipts and at least aline of gratitude and blessings, for their
humanitarian considerations and contributions. His Grace had a vibrant
team, especially the members of St. Paul’s brotherhood headed by Very Rev,
K.l. Philip Ramban,for establishing institutions and the rel ated organizations
for the deserving poor and needy across Indiawithin a short span of time.

TheBalagram at Yacharam isto house the disease free sons of the lepers
the girls home at Pune is for the disease free daughters of the lepers. As
soon as | became a Metropolitan, | was appointed as the Vice-President of
St. George Balikagram at Pune and hence | could associate with the unique
style of services of His Grace Dr. Mar Osthathios.

During the last decade of His Grace'slife, he had problems for the eye
sight asthe ears. Though Metropolitan had problemsfor seeing and hearing,
there was no changefor hislife style. Heremained as he was before having
the physical ailments. Metropolitan used to run from placeto placeto render
the possible helps for the poor and needy. The number of books authored
by His Grace in Malayalam and English as well as a few in a couple of
foreign languages have been accepted and recognized by the Scholars and
Theologians in the national and international levels as authentic.

St. Gregorios Orthodox Society (SGOS) is another organization that
enabled me to work together with my great teacher. Both of us are the co-
patrons of SGOS, which upholds the motto, Pray, Share and Care. The on
line publications of SGOS helps our overseas faithful across the globe,
especially for the oneswho remainin certain areaswherethere are no Parishes
or Priestsof our Church. SGOS members meet together once for a day at
Parumala. His Grace Dr. Mar Osthathios was so particular to attend those
annual meetswithout fail.

Dr. Mar Osthathios, who was honored asthe Jewel of the Church (Sabha
Ratnam) was able to propagate his teaching that Holy Triune God, istrue
God Almighty and Heisthe God for all, Muslims, Hindus, Christians etc.

InHisGrace'slast words, HG insisted thetrust worthy followersto start
two more institutions at the earliest, one at Andamans and another one in
South Africa. It is God's will and compassion that these two projects are
already intheearly stages of the establishment. May God grand moreworkers
to continue the dream projects of the Holy Church in the benevolent and
humanitarian fields. May the memory and intercessions of the great Prayer
warrior, beablessing for oneand al in particular and for the Holy Churchin

general.



Those who have cometo know M ar
Osthathios, haveto cometo love him

Prof.Dr.K. M. Tharakan

Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Osthathios was specially sent to the
oriental Orthodox Church of Indiainorder to reguvenate and vevitaliseit.

The Indian Orthodox Church is one of the ancient churchesin the entire
christian world, apostolic and catholic specially commendable for its abso-
lute commitment to the preservation and practice of the faith of the fathers
and its strict adherence to the hoary tradition built by the cncient christians.
It appears as though, down through the centuries its entire thrust was on
spirituality with worship at its centre, and that it paid little attention to mis-
sion and socia justice. The proclamation of theword of God was at the heart
of Orthodox worship, but the church as such did not undertake the respon-
sibility of preaching Christ to peopleto the farthest end of the earth, nor did
it spear-head any social revolution. Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Osth-
athios had by virtue of his parentage, the privilege of inheriting two legacies,
one of the Orthodox Church and the other of the Marthomite Church which
is protestant by professed faith. As he grew and developed into a young
man, he opted to serve the Orthodox Church, but hewould do all that wasin
his power to giveit anew dimension of profound social concern, and anew
direction.

The young Dn. M. V. George started a vigorous campaign for social
reformsand engaged himself in missionary activities. Endowed with the gift
of the gab, he could galvanize his hearers and infuse them with the power to
preach and the courage for social action. Hiswasavoicerarely heard in the
orthodox world; hiswasamission rarely undertaken by the orthodox elergy.
When M. V. Georgewas ordained priest, certainly he gave himself in toto to
the Indian Orthodox Church, subscribing fully to its faith, discipline, and
order. He would not compromise on the articles of the Nicean Creed, nor
would he give assent to any argument that would disturb the sanctity of the
sacraments. As to every other devoted member of the orthodox church, to
him also human life as such was a sacrament.

The secular world istoo much with us, as aresult, the field of learning
and knowledge is flooded with secular terminologies and the temptation is
too strong in modern theologians to interpret the Bible and theology to suit
secular thoughts and ideologies. In their fervour for social revolution some
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of the protestant thinkers give too much importance to the relation of the
church to society and too little attention to the faith of the fathers. The best
of them know that action hasto be enriched with faith and that faith hasto be
rendered dynamic by action. One of the major problems confronted by Fr. M.
V. George even in his student days was how best he would be able to recon-
cile radical socia thought with Orthodox theology. More often than not
Bibleisthe sole authority or Christian own all important mattersincluding
social thought, and they would interpret the word of God in tune with the
demands of the secular context. The modern world warrants such interpreta-
tions. No doubt, the Bible is sacred and infallible to every Orthodox Chris-
tian, but hewould understand and interpret it in the light of the Great Tradi-
tion and the insights of the fathers rather than do it purely on the basis of
modern textual studies. All knowledge, for an authentic Christian hasto base
itself on genuinefaith that isapostolic, catholic and unambiguous. Fr. George
would absorb the best and the noblest in modern thought whether secular or
religious, and yet cling with tenacity to the Orthodox Tradition. An authentic
person, whatever be his profession has to be orthodox in his faith, protes-
tant in his search for truth and catholic in his outlook.

And so Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Osthathios sought to integrate
hisradical social thought into the Trinitarian doctrine of the Orthodox Church.
Thelove, the peace and the justice he looked for, he found in the Trinity. To
him it was the ideal society which enjoyed absolute equality, the veritable
matrix for every human society. It is conventional in the Roman Catholic
communities to consider the holy family of Joseph, Mary and Jesus as the
ideal nuclear family. But one cannot contend that thereis perfect equality in
this family, for how can we equate Joseph with Jesus. Gregory Nazianzes
held up for emulation for christians families, the family of Adam, Eve and
Seth. In this family each had a specific role and status and yet each was
equal to the other. Metropolitan Osthathios appreciated this anal ogy, but an
analogy and cannot be adduced as an article of faith. That iswhy in quest of
an ontological basisfor histhought he explored the Trinitarian mystery.

Socialism asanideal system of human relationsis not necessarily based
on econometriesor political sciencenor isit anideology that has sprung out
of dialectical materialism. This ideal has been embedded in the christian
thought right from the beginning. Hence Mar Osthathios says that the so-
cialism he advocates is based on divine providence, spiritualism, and the-
ism. In the obtaining situation in theworld it is possible to realize socialism
through parliamentary democracy. Such suggestions as put forth by the
prelate may be subject to debatesand criticism. What isseminal inthe thought
of Metropolitan Osthathios is his Trinitarian doctrine of socialism beyond
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which not even Marx has been able to advance. This is altogether a new
branch of theological socialism, the study of whichislikely to assume mag-
nitude and proportionsin theimmediate future.

Metropolitan Osthathios holds the view that it is sinful for man to accu-
mulate wealth and grow rich in aworld where the majority are poor. Justice
demands that even the man who turns up at the eleventh hour deserves full
salary likeevery other worker. Justice hasto be done unto thislast; and even
the least shall get the same opportunity asthefirst to develop himself to the
fullest. For the establishment of ajust society, from the point of view of the
Metropolitan what isimperative is aspiritual revolution which should nec-
essarily be aspring-board for social revolution. Metropolitan Osthathiosis
not just adreamer or visionary; he practises what he preaches. Heisrelent-
lessin hispursuit of social justice, and he shall know no rest till he hasbeen
able to lead his fellow-beings into a classless society of canan where the
honey and milk of love and freedom flow.

And like a true christian, he has profound compassion for one and all.
The Sun shines upon the rightous and the wicked aloke, and christian char-
ity will embrace the saint as well as the sinner. He is optimistic about the
ultimate triumph of love, the principalities and powers shall be discomfited
and Christ shall cometo rule. The Kingdom of God shall be established on
earth, and itsrealm shall extend to hell and in the fullness of time everyone
shall be saved. The mission of Christ shall be fully fulfield only when even
the worst of the sinners is saved. Metropolitan Osthathios has full faith in
universal salvation. And this faith is undergirded by his active service to
humanity. It was poet Shelley who said that Christianity is pure poetry, to
Mar Osthathiosit ispurelove. Evil, he knows has no permanence, it was not
therein the beginning, and it would not be therein theend, and soin theend
of time even hell shall be vanquished. Only love in freedom lasts; In time,
these are branches of the vine tree that do not bear fruit, and they shall be
cut down and burnt to ashes; but these are not the sinners, but their sins.
The sinner freed from sin shall abideinthetree, and bear fruit. We know that
thefiery sermons of the Metropolitan strike at theroot of evil and evil hasto
be obliterated, and so werejoicein him. We also know that he despisesnone,
not even the worst sinner; like the sun his charity shines on the virtuous and
the wicked alike; and the wicked if any become self-conscious. Sooner or
later there shall be achange of heart in them. Those who have cometo know
Mar Osthathios have cometo love him. Histransparency and geniality have
endeared him to us, and we, his admirers and students remain indebted to
him more for what he isthan for what he has done; for thereis no dissocia
tion of deed, word, and thought in him.

(From: Triune God - Love - Justice - Peace, K ottayam, 1989)



My Theological Debit to
Geevarghese Mar Osthathios
Emilio Castro

One particular contribution of Orthodox theology to the missiological
debate of our times is the analogy between the nature of God as love and
communion and the nature of mission as sharing and mediation of God's
grace. The creation, theincarnation, the Church are seen asanirradiationin
time and space of the love and life of God's very nature. To put it in the
Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Osthathios' words: “ God issharing thisvery
nature of love in eternity in God's infinite self and into time and history
through creation and salvific action of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” Our
Godisasharing God... Mission itself is sharing.”

The Church hasto ask itself alwaysif, in its proclamation, it communi-
catesthislove and offers a place where peopl e can experience acommunity
which drawsits resources from the communion of God. Thisunderstanding
of mission callsthe Church to adeep self-examination and to costly respon-
sibility to fulfill its vocation, to mediate God's love in Christ’s way in the
midst of human history. Mission isinseparable from the revelation through
preaching and sacrament of the Kingdom of God, from the struggle for au-
thentic social justice and peace in the name of the Gospel.

In the present situation avery important missiological issueistheinner
contradiction between sacramental theology and practical life, between a
closed ecclesiology and vision of anew human society. The mission of the
Church has to be liberated from its internal limits in order to preach the
Gospel initswholeness. Initsapostolic ministry the Church remains obedi-
ent to the Gospel remembering the voice of God in answering the cry and
needs of the people. Handing on the tradition cannot be seperated from the
understanding and reception of the Gospel by a new generation, from the
transformation of history by sociopolitical change. According to Geevarghese
Mar Osthathios missionisnot asimple matter or historical contextualization
and it cannot be reduced to mere social response. he speaksin radical terms
about a*“ classless society” in which the Church is understood as a commu-
nity of penitents, disciplesof the Crucified and Risen Lord, who, recognizing
the brokenness and weakness of their lives as individuals, struggle to live
the communion with God in a kenotic, self-denying style. The eucharist is
the sacramental way not only to remember the crucified Lord, but to heal the
brokenness and weakness of the community. The eucharist is at the heart of
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the new community insofar as it becomes redlity first for the poor, for the
dispossessed, the powerless. The substance of eucharistic spirituality isto
change the condition of the community having as energy and model the
transformation of the elements into the living body of Christ. This is an
experiencethat takes usto aprofound reality, to the depth of Christ’slifeand
death, to a process of transformation which advances to the extreme limits,
to the condition of the cross. “Classless society” may sound like a social
and political utopiabut it indicates that there can be no limitsin the media-
tion of God’slovein Christ'sway in the midst of history.

Missionisneither primarily nor fundamentally amatter of sociology, of a
political order. Mission is global, however, and therefore it cannot leave
aside the structural changes that give to the people the possibility to find
their identity and roots. The personal sanctification and the structural trans-
formation of the social life cannot be separated. A major areato be explored
is, therefore, the proclamation of the Kingdom inthedaily social and political
struggle. Orthodox theology has spoken about the commitment of the people
to the “liturgy after theliturgy”, to the extension of the “eucharistic vision”
into political life. Mission in Christ’s way requires a radical language and
responsibility. It implies a critical attitude even towards the churches for
their complicity in the economical and political injustice.

| understand “classless society” as neither a “social doctrine” nor a
programme for a Christian social order; the Church cannot provide solutions
for al the concrete social and political problemsof theworld. Itis, however,
aworking principle for Christians by which to separate clearly slogans and
realities. It pointsto the dynamic force of the Gospel challenging the powers
of an established order; it points to the people of God as a living force to
change the established orders and to overcome al forms of alienation. Fi-
nally, though the struggle cannot be reduced to a secular political move-
ment, it affirmsthat it belongsto Christiansto interpret their situations and
to find new models of development, change and solidarity.

(From: Triune God - Love - Justice - Peace, pp. 18-20. Commemorative
work in connection with the Sapthathy celebration of Metropolitan
Geevarghese Mar Osthathios, K ottayam, 1989. Editor: K. M. Tharakan)



Comrade Osthathios?

Dr. Cherian Eapen
(President, ROY International ChildrensFoundation)

| canwritewith heart full of love on Osthathios Thirumeni. But the present
stage of my body and mind doesn't allow meto do adetailed account of him.
However, let memake aglimpse of him now.

The speeches of the then Fr. MV George Achen fascinated me a lot!
Once, after taking to Mr. Kurian IAS, who was responsible to start orphan-
agesin Orissa, | called Thirumeni over phone from Pampady Dayaraon his
mobile telephone his response was “cheriachen dayarayeennu engum
pokaruthu. Njan ithavarunnu.”

“Ayyo thirumeni njan angottu varaam.”
“Venda. njan ippam mavelikkarennu pampadeel ottu thirikkum.”

Hehanged the phone. | felt bad. Ninety year old maniscoming to see me!
| told the Dayara Fathersthat Osthathios Thirumeni iscoming. They quickly
arranged everything including the bell ringing. On his arrival the devotees
rushed to him to get his blessings.

He looked around and asked: “ Cheriachen evide?’
“Thirumeni njanivideunde.” Rest are only details.

That trip of his made possible the reopening of the clossed Orissa or-
phanages!

Sometimes, | felt his behavior resemble the behaviour of Com. A. K.
Gopalan and Com. M. N. Govindan Nair and Com. Sharmaji. Was he also
Comrade Osthothios?

While searching the apt biblical translation for the Philpokalia, once |
searched the tranglation of the word that Jesus Christ used after the feet
washing of hisdesciples. Most of the Bibletranslation says: “1 call you now
friends.” But my further research confirmed that hewas calling hisdesciples:
comrades! Itisabeautiful meaningful word. That word showsmoreintimacy
than friends. The present day thugs are also using this greeting word. Well,
from the time of Bolsheviks of Russia, who started using that word, the
Christian world rejected to useit. But, Jawaharlal Nehru, used to addressthe
mammoth crowdswith thisword: Comrades! With my ownyears| listened to
him, in1959in Trivandrum.



The Faithful Seward of God Almighty
Mar Osthathios

Prof. D. Mathew

His Grace Geevarghese Mar Osthathios was ordained as the Bishop of
the Ma ankara Orthodox Church on 16th February 1975. After thirty seven
years of meritorius service as a Metropolitan His Grace was called back to
his heavenly home exactly on the same day. After higher studiesin U. S. A.
Deacon M. V. Georgereturned to Keralain 1951. Then | wasastudentin St.
Berchmans College, Changanacherry. | was thrilled by his inspiring and
thought provoking speeches in 1956 he was ordained as a priest, by the
Catholicos, His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Geevargheese second. Rev.
Fr. M. V. George was adedicated teacher of the Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary of Kottayam, and awell known convention speaker.

In 1975 he was ordained as a Metropolitan and in 1979 His Grace was
appointed as the President of the Malankara Orthodox Church Mission
Board. By the Grace of God | got a chance in 1981, to attend the Mission
Society meeting held at MTC, Mavelikara, as a representative of the
Thumpamon Diocese. During the meeting, His Grace Osthathios, proposed
my name as the treasurer of the Mission Board and Mission Society and |
was unanimously elected. It was only for three years, But | happened to be
the treasurer thirty yearstill 2011. Thus God gave me awonderful opportu-
nity to experience how for His Grace Osthathios was a faithful Steward of
GodAlmighty.

After thedevastaling cyclonein AndhraPradeshin 1978 His Grace started
therelief work with agroup of young man under the leadership of Rev. Fr. K.
I. Philip. Sixty eight houses and community hall was constructed. The re-
sponse from our peoplewas very encouraging and the government waswell
supporting so after the construction there was a cash balance of two lakhs
and ten thousand Rupees. After afew months The Holy Synod of the Church
demanded that money. But His Grace Osthathios told that the money was
collected to help the poor people in Andhra and the balance amount will be
used only for that the amount was in Bank and finally that amount with its
interest was used for purchasing two acres of land at Yacharam for starting
an orphanage for the children of lepers. Now it is functioning as the St.
GregoriusBalagram at Yacharam accomadating 120 children of lepers.

His Grace Osthathios had written fourteen booksin English and fourtysix
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books in Malayalam and a large number of articles both in English and
Malayalam. He had aclear vision about the Mission of Orthodox Church. He
oncesaid, “Missionistheoverflow of Trinitarian Love, to history in creation
incarnation and consummeation by the Triune God, the Father the son and
theHoly Spirit. The Church existsby worship by holy lifeand Mission asfire
existsby burning. Inacountry like Indiawhere nearly half the populationis
below the proverty line it is the duty of Orthodox Church to work for the
upliftment of the poor. He insisted that all members of the Church must set
apart set apart at |east onetenth of al incomefor the par and the needy. Mar
Osthathios hold the view that it is sinful for men to accumal ate wealth and
grow rich in the world where the majority are poor. Justice demands that
even the man who turns up at the eleventh hour deserves full salary. In his
famous book “Nithya Sneha Koodaram” he presents have basic concepts.

“All of us arethe children of God and in the whole wealth of the Father
belongsto all his children. The greed is the basis of al evil in the society,
most of us pray to God to get ‘Mammon’ is get more wealth. Since God is
Love Father Son and the holy spiritisatrinity that sharesloveequally so our
society must be classless which shares everything is Love. The Christian
community must obey the command “ L ove your neighbour asyourself.” His
famousbookslike.

“Theology of aclasslesssociety”, “ Sin of being Rich in apoor country”,
“Sharing God and the sharing world” and “ Onereligion of love’ giveinthe
clear message of true mission and he given this appeal to the Orthodox
Church.

His Grace Mar Osthathios was one who practiced what he preached. For
an exampleon 13th of February 2011 His Grace wasadmitted inthe Parumala
Hospital. Doctors after proper observation suggested that the kidney func-
tioning is not proper. Pathrose Mathai suggested that it will be better to do
adiaisisimmediately. His Gracereacted. Hetold the doctor. “No. No ... went
dialisis. It isvery expensive. | dont want to survive by spending so much of
money. People lived before this dialisis was invented. If | am spending so
much of money for my treatment | have to give the account before God. So |
will not allow didisis.” Doctor gave some other medicine after three dayshe
was well. It is very strange that the something happened exactly after one
year, again on 13th February 2012 His Grace was in hospital at Parumala.
Functioning of kidney became poor. So Doctors decided to do dialisisin
ICU. His grace was unconcious. Nobody object to it al preparations were
made and just before there his bloodpressure come to low that the dialisis
could not be done. So God decided that he should not go to heaven without
didiss.
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His Grace was very particular that the money collected for charitable
purpose must be used properly and carefully. The receipts must be sent in
time with a writting letter of thanks. Mission Board has many accounts in
many Banks but there was no persona account of His Grace Osthathios.
About four hundred acres of land was purchased for the Missionin different
parts of India. All the property wasin the name of the Catholicos and not a
cent of land wasin the personal name of Thirumeni. His Grace was aman of
prayer. ItistoldintheBible, “ No other prophet has been ableto do the great
and terrifying thingsthat Mosesdid inthe sight of al Israel” (Deuteronomy.
34:12). Moses was able to do these things only because the Lord spoke to
him facetoface. Similiarly His Grace Osthathioswas ableto do all thewon-
derful things only became he saw God face to face aways.

Mar Osthathios had strong faith in God and he believed there God will
provide whenever we wave in financial strain. His Grace will say “Don’'t
worry about it, God amighty has plenty in hisstoreand hewill gavetousin
proper time. Without any money in Bank he will start projects. But money
will come he wanted to start a Balabhavan. Then the *Manamel’ family do-
nated the necessary land at Puthuppady Ashram, Orphanage, Convent and
BalikaBhavan all arethere now.

Mr. P.H. Kurienl.A.S. whowascollector in Kalahandi in Orissarequested
His Grace to start some charitable work in that place because it was the
poorest district in India. He found a plot and Rev. Fr. Philip was sent were
thereto purchase half of that plot. But the owner will sell it only full not part
by part. Fr. Philip wasin Collectorsroom thinking what to do. Then afriend
of Mr. Kurien aMarthomite volunteered to give the balance money and the
purchase was done. On 4th of June 1995 Kalahandi project was started in a
Cattle shed. Today it isamajor project accomadation ninety (90) children of
the Tribalsresiding inthe villages.

In December 1984 about seventy five young men and women of orthodox
Church assembled together for aretreat at Christu SishyaAshram at Tadagam
near Coimbatore. His Grace Osthathios was the |eader who emphasised the
need for Mission work in our church and he inaugurated an association
under the name National Association for Mission studies (NAMS) and dedi-
cated all these membersfor mission work. He appointed me asthe secretary
of that association and | served as its secretary for twenty five years. Fifty
conference were conducted in different Mission Centres all over India on
the fifteenth conference at Thadagom Ashram in 2009 | handed over the
charge of secretary to Prof. K. C. Mani.

NAMS grew very fast and were there are more than fourty units. Some
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units were started even outside India and so the name of the association is
changed asINAM S because now it isan International association. The Fifty
fourth conference is going to be held at Balagram Yacharam Hyderabad.
Now the unit at Banglore, Baroda, Ahmedabad and Hyderabad are all func-
tioning well. HisGrace always prayer for NAM Sand that iswhy it devel oped
so fast. All the families in this association are conducting prayers daily for
the Mission work of the Church and they are giving thetithefor the Mission.
We are surethat thiswill grow further because His Graceis praying for this
alwaysin his heavenly home.

For starting the orphanage for the children of H. I. V. patients. His Grace
placed a proposed land was given in a cheap price by Mr. Mathukutty of
Banglore. Plan was prepared the construction was started just one month
before the inauguration. A portion of the building was ready but the chapel
was not constructed due to lack of funds. Mr. Idicullafrom U. S. A. who
visited the place, found that incomplete building a big paid amount and
within one month the construction was locality fully finished.

Just before the inauguration, a meeting of NAM S was held at Banglore
DayaBhavan. But at the last moment we give theinformation that the minis-
ter will not come for inaugurated because without an ambulance. It will not
be permitted then the members of NAM S volunteered to donate the amount
and the next day itself the ambulance was purchased and the programme
was well conducted. The last project finished by His Grace was the
Balabhavan at Kottayam. Due to shortage of money we could not complete
the building in time. But at the nick of the time, one fine morning “a good
friend” came to His Grace and donated an amount of Rupees twentysix
lakhs. It was more than enough for completing the project. Thus these are
number of examplesto show that God Almighty provided in time becausehis
servant was faithful to him.

His Grace was like a powerful magnet, which will attract iron pieces.
Many peoplewere attracted by his magnet power and all of them gaveready
to do any servicefor him and they wereforced to stick onto himlifelikethe
iron pieces on the magnet. In the parable of the Talents, in the Gospel ac-
cording to St. Mathew, it istold that the man who was interested with five
talents came to the master and said that he had gained five more than “His
master replied well done good and faithful servant you have been faithful
with afew things. | will put your incharge of many things. Come and share
your masters happiness’” (Matt. 25:21). Mar Osthathios was entrusted with
many talents by God. He was a good orator, his pen was very powerful, he
was full of love, kindness and generosity. He was a good organiser a gifted
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teacher. He used al his talents for glory of God's name and so he was a
blessed alone. We hope that like that faithful servant God has now put His
Grace incharge of manythings. Became he was good and faithful through
out hislife let me. Conclude this by quotes four lines of afamous English
Poet:

“Livesof great menall remind us
That we can make our lives subline
They while departing left behind them
The foot prints on the Sands of Time.”

“0I®], TVRAOWOMo, ALY HSIWIHS TVOPGHEMO  af)MIAUWOET)
GRIGOMIN] @RSIVATBIE0NIUDLEBU3. Al B)aNo alOValENITW
MBS8®o6M. MITW)o TVROWOMANo ®EAIE3 ajosnilafl@leanymmy (v
8180mMo 85:1) )M QAVBIOMIT MIaM) am  1e1RE9%0 @MI®]
WOEM @ERAVAIWIMATIM) HIVMNHAM). TVIOTIOG aBQBH)0afleno
auayeBlwes @ALA)EI®OAITNW)0 TV OCHIGE GRAVAIWIMOo
auyasislen)o. 80} alleowo MMM EIVGIEe)»W)0 26QO0) Alledno
B301(BEOWIG1HN)HI0 H21QYAD AVAAODBIG TVAOWIMo DENBOH:)
EAW)[=TN

af)goo M2R)AIVIEN): ag)IM @RAMN0 MITBe) MEBEHENEO)
&l ag)eldo alBIS)an AVEMa0dWlaHCl®mEO® B0) TVA)a00 TVyaHS]
B9)B af)ANOEM @PAMNRIHN MM D). MIEMadOMILIW]ati Gl 20W
)S)06NI0  GaldHLIWIB:EMo GRIOM0. MI®IANo allmiano AHOB)o
©@2@3 qVIROAIGIEN. H¥laileno QIymIoTVMeEEsIA)0 @R Elam
QAUISOIDIEBUB 2OVl TVaOIVWOBIM)0 B)SJNIOWING  CHUD
OIMYo 2@HAVIELI? AVDMI0 20206y MI®] @RSIE2]
Einilajoeno GRAVAOWOMo DENEIB:Y0. HOBAUANRIVBS DSMUS] aloei]
B9 af) N6 (Al MEBBUWBHNBS (BN ®T1VWMIW alGla000
20@0o.”
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A Blessed and Eventful Family
Association with Mar Osthathios
“ A Penetrating L ove’
K.T.ldiculla, New York

I do remember meeting and listening to atall, handsome, dynamic young
man with amagnetic personality. | wasathirteen year old boy at that time.
Hisnamewas Deacon M.V. George. | felt that hewastalking to me about the
loveof God. Thispreacher had avery powerful voicethat piercedinto your
soul. Asaboy, never did | think that thisvoice would follow mefor therest
of my life. When | look back, | believethat the Lord had avery different plan
for me and my family to have known this anointed servant of God.

Orthodox Christendom has lost its most distinguished, brilliant, and
bright light that lighted the world with the love of God. In particular, the
Malankara Orthodox Church has lost its crown jewel and beacon of hope
for the poor and the suffering humanity.

His Grace,Metropolitan Dr.Geevarghese Mar Osthathios, through his
simple and humble life, demonstrated the love of God to the world.
Thirumeni’s “mantra’” was always Love. Yes, God's unconditional love.
“God isLove’ 1 John 4:16. Dr. Mar Osthathios dedicated his entire life,
ministry and service tothe glory of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. His
Grace'sunderstanding of the Holy Trinity and God'sfullness and perfection
isLove. Thishumbleservant of God, ate and breathed God'slove. Therefore,
Dr. Mar Osthathios chose to give his life to the forgotten and neglected
people of society.

If the readership would indulgeme, | would liketo refer to His Grace, Dr.
Mar Osthathios, as “ Thirumeni Appachen.”

Our Thirumeni Appachen was an ardent supporter of equality. His Grace
spoke very passionately against every form of injustice and fought against
all types of corruption- both within and outside of the church. Our great
nation, India, ismissing aprayer warrior, visionary, acaring humanitarian,
an outstanding religious leader of wide acceptance, aleading philosopher,
abel oved speaker, and an acclaimed author; however, helivesonin eternity.
His Grace is the author of 60 books in both English and Malayalam,
including two best sellers. His best selling book, Theology of a Classless
Society, was tranglated into German by German scholars. In spite of his
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fame and exceptional achievements, this saintly person was down to earth,
and always had a grateful and loving heart. Thisangel of God, has never
forgotten to appreciate, recognize and thank anyone who had anything to
do with him(aswell as the charitiesthey are associated with) .

| had met this godly man in 1951 at one of our neighbor’s house —
Koovoormedayil. Kavumbhagom, Thiruvallaas Deacon M.V. Georgewhen
he came back from the USA. With the help of still slide shows shown on
ascreen, he used to conduct Gospel meetings. Thisreally got meinterested
inhim. | usedtofollow himto all the public placeswhere he would conduct
meetings within atwo mile radius to my home. Thiswas the beginning of
my association with thissaint. Many yearswent by, and in 1968, | met Rev.
Father, K.1. Philip (how Ramban) in New Delhi. Father K.I. Philip wasaco-
worker of Dr. Mar Osthathios. | got involved with Puthupady Balabhavan
and had decided to sponsor two boys. This was the beginning of a very
blessed and eventful association with this gentle giant of God’s love.

God has blessed me and my wife and life partner, Mariakutty, to partner
with this great humanitarian in most of the projects that his Grace had
started. Beforeanew project isreleased, Thirumeni always shared with us
his plansand hopes. By the Grace of God, we have been ableto participate
inthemissionary field of “Malankara SabhaRatnam” asand when the Lord
hasasked usto do so. Aswe gotinvolved with more and moreprojects, His
Grace and the Malankara SabhaMission board treated us as their co-
laborers. Metropolitan, Mar Osthathios was the founder and president of
the Malankara Sabha Mission Board. | had the wonderful privilige of
knowing and working with this saint for more than 50 years. | washonored
and blessed to be part of thismonk’s team. Thiswasthe most blessed and
rewarding experience for us a as a family to share God's blessings with
many in so many different waysand to witnessthelove of Christ —especially
tothe unbelieversin the super cyclone affected areas of Orissaand Gujarat.
Thirumeni, through his dedication, kindness and his love for suffering
humanity has shown us the real love of Christ. He has lighted the fire of
genuine burden and passion in our hearts for the suffering humanity. We
were blessed to have been loved by His Grace as his own sonand daughter.
To us, thisloving father meant the world. Though living in the States, the
distance never kept usaway. We werein constant contact, always- evenin
the last days.

Thirumeni inspired a great number of young people through his
simplicity, kindness, and love. His Grace has changed their outlook about
life and led them to a productive life of discipline, respect, and love in
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obedience to the word of God. Thisvisionary believed in the true power
and transformation of prayer. Through his life and ministry, His Grace
taught us the love of Christ, the mercy of the Father, and the Spirit’s joy.
Thirumeni’s preaching inspired us. His caring renewed us, and counsel
bought us God's peace and joy. Whenever we met, Thirumeni would
conclude our meeting by asking meto pray for him and the church. | would
kneel down and pray. After my prayer, Thirumeni would place his hands
over my head, pray and blessme. | am carrying that blessed memory with
meaways. Theloud laughter echoesin my heart, and hisbeautiful, pleasant
smilelightsmy soul.

It isworth noting that Thirumeni bought 365 acres of land in different
parts of India for various, charitable projects. Thirumeni owns nothing.
The Malankara Orthodox Church owns every piece of property and
everythinginit. Thisisan exception. During the speech on the occasion of
his 94" birthday celebration at Kottayam, on Dec. 9", 2011, His Grace
challenged and encouraged every bishop to do the same. Thirumeni wanted
meto bewith him at his birthday celebration, and God allowed meto be by
his side on the podium with my beloved Thirumeni Appachen.

May the prayers and memory of this Holy Father be cherished from
generation to generation and beablessingto al of us. His Grace'smemory
will ever livewith usasasaint.

Mr. K. T. Idiculla is a co-worker of Mar Osthathios through the financial
support for the charitable projectsiniated by Mar Osthathios. He stretched out his
hands of help to Puthuppady Balabhavan, Yacharam Balabhavan, Mavelikkara
Mission Centre, Mar Gregorios Karunya Guidance Centre, Bethany Jubilee Centre,
Bethany Old Age Home for Woman, Gujarath Clycon Project, House Aid for
Niranam Diocese, Community Development of Orissa Project, Educational
Endowment for college students, Publication of Books through Malankara Sabha
Mission Board, Printing Press at St. Paul’s Mission Training Centre, supporting
widows to regular monthly financial help. In addiction to these he serves as a
funding agency for different charity projects of Malankara Orthodox Church,
Charitable organizationslike ParumalaMar Gregorios Charitable Trust, Thalakodu,
Servants of the Cross, Carmel Dayara, organizations like MAF, SAF, ingtitutions
Orthodox Seminary, Diocese of America, MGM High School, Thiruvalla, Abhaya
Bhavan, Banglore, Mar Gregorios KarunyaNilayam, Kottayam, Thadakom Ashram,
Coimbatore, Prasanthi Bhavan, Pratheeksha Bhavan, Good Samiritan Centre of
Diocese of Kandanad etc.



Feather touches of the Sabha Ratham
Mar Osthathios M etropaolitan

Jose Kurian Puliyeril

God Almighty had been so compassionate and kind in allowing me to
enjoy thefeather touches of Metropolitan Dr. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios
from my school days. When | wasin the primary classesthere were famous
and influential convention preacherslike Rev. Dn, M.V. George, Rev. Dn. T.
J. Joshua, and V.T. Chacko across Maankara Church. Once M.V. George
Semmachen spoke about 4 types of hearts based on the God mentioned in
the book of Isaiah and when his speech was almost over, he asked the
children to name the four types of minds. Soon on announcement | stood
up and told the answer and he called me to the stage and congratul ated and
gave me aprize from his blessed hand.

He was the Vicar of the Orthodox Parish at Changanacherry for some
time, when | was having my degree classesat SB College. Inthose daysour
serviceswere conducted in the CSI Church. Therewere only threefamilies
as the members of the Parish and other participants of the regular services
were college students. Dueto the enormous and dedicated |eadership of Fr.
M.V. George and Fr. T.J. Joshua, the joint Vicars of the Parish, we were
blessed to have a small but beautiful church of our own, which has grown
toafull-fledged Churchin course of time. | still remember exhortationsand
the vibrant leadership of the Vicars in fund raising especially through a
benefit show etc. Fr. M.V. George used to reach on Saturdays and had
either Bible classes or open discussions after the evening prayer. The memory
of those unigue moments remains vigil still in the minds of all who could
attend them.

When | had graduated Fr. M.V. George was so keen in channelizing my
future. On hisowninitiative, he had requested H.G. Mathews Mar Athanasius
Metropolitan (Later H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews |,
Catholicose) to appoint me as the private secretary. Mar Athanasius
Thirumeni told Resp. Achen “I like him personally, but in fact | need an
ordained Deacon.” After this incident, he had contacted Acharya of
Thadagom Asram, Coimbatore. But the Acharya informed him that there
was difficulty in admitting me there due to the shortage of accommodation
facility. Finally | left to Abu Dhabi to take up the employment there.

When proposals came for my marriage | had opted the one which came
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from the Old Seminary Professorslike Rev. Fr. M. V. George. In fact hewas
instrumental in between and convincing both families that proposal is the
apt one.

During my stay for about forty yearsin UAE, he had visited the parishes
there several timeswhile being apriest and aMetropolitan. God blessed me
to spend enough and more time with His Grace during each and every visit
of HisGrace.

When the Mavelikkara Mission Training Centre celebrated the golden
jubilee of its existence, God enabled meto publish asmall of meditational
thoughts which | had published in the memory of the golden jubilee of the
MTC. In the book | had added the English translation of His Grace's
biography edited and published by Dr. Samuel Chandanappally in hisgreat
book Church Fathers in Malayalam. Surprisingly HG happened to reach
Abu Dhabi and miraculously the book wasreleased by H.G. with great thrill
and enthusiasm. During his each and every visit, he used to share hisideas
about the book or the songs in his mind, which was scheduled to be
published in a couple of days, or the gist of his presentations either in the
national or international level conferencesin the recent past. Once we both
spent hourstogether and finally when | wasto takeleave from his presence,
he prayed for me by placing his hand on my forehead and blessing me.
Soon after this, His Grace said, Now Jose you pray for me. | was totally
confused on thisrequest. His Gracetold me, ‘ after all weboth are only here.
Now you pray.’ | could not deny what was asked by him as | had and still
have high regards, reverence and respects. But from the very moment |
started thinking about the reason for HG'srequest. | cameto the conclusion
that HG had asked me so to teach me a great lesson to pray for others
without reserve.

During His Grace's 90" Birthday | was on vacation at K ottayam. So also
Mr. Moni Kalanparampil, General Secretary of SGOS (St. Gregorios Orthodox
Society). H.G. Mar Osthathios served as co Patron of SGOS till his demise
along with H.G. Geevarghese Mar Coorilose. We both decided to visit His
Graceat ThiruvallaDiocesan Head Quarters. A brief but thought provoking
message was dictated by him asthe messageto the SGOS readers.His Grace
wasaman of prayer and dedication. Indian Orthodox Church asawhole has
to praise God Almighty for granting a prominent son like the saintly Dr.
Geevarghese Mar Osthathios Metropolitan. May the intercession of Mar
Osthathios Thirumeni be afort of protection for usand our blessed Church
for ever and ever.



SINOF LEAVING THEWORLD
RICH; POORIN THE WORLD
BEHIND

Korason Varghese, New York

Itisasintoberichinaworldfilled with poor wasthe manthraDr.Geevarghese
Mar Osthathios, who championed his entire life to make awareness among
the fortunate world. | am privileged to travel with Thirumeni during my
school days selling his books during his public speeches. Ever since then
until few months before his departure from this material world, my family
endured his love and care that we will cherish for long period. Thirumeni
made feel every one come across, special and uniquely lovable to him.
Thirumenis speech was unparalleled. There was a halo of outstanding
qualitiesaround him, which he himself had cultivated around his being and
in which his soul found its joy.

In hisbook, “The Theology of aclassless society”, Mar Osthathios states
that Christianity has a basic ethic that is opposed to Capitalism.
Understanding of therich and the poor must be hastened by a deeper level
of teaching about the sin of being rich in apoor world, the sin of selfishness
in the accumulation of wealth, in the luxurious life of afew in aworld of
poverty and unwillingness to share God given resources with others.

In a Capitalist world, success depends up on how much you have, how
much you made, how much you keep. Pleasurein keeping morefor self is
greed; which tend to competing mode and ignore the other side of life
altogether. Therich spends only to bericher. Living hereinthe USA, which
isat the pinnacle of . Inthispresidential election year, these thoughts count
much more. The major debates evoked on the stand of who stands for the
rich and who stands for the underprivileged. The inequality is a central
challenge for the Unites States today. Nicholas D. Kristof of New York
Times pointed out certain facts which are very interesting. The Six heirs of
Sam Walton, thefounder of Walmart, own as much wealth asthe bottom 100
million Americans. In 2010, 93 percent of thegainin national income went to
the top 1 percent. A study by the Pew Research Center states that roughly
three-quarters of the American public (77%) say that they think thereistoo
much power in the hands of afew rich people and large corporationsin the
United States. The study also pointed out to show that the median income
of American households decreased by 4.1% in the last two years. About
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three-quarters of Americans (77%) say it's harder now to get ahead than it
was 10 yearsago. The share of total incomein Americagoing to thetop 1%
of American householdsincreased from 11.3%in 197910 20.9% in 2007. All
these unconscionable inequality define a nation as it stands now for a
debate.

Our parishesand church are accumul ating so much wealth, demand political
power and tend to share lessto the desuetude. Often we preach charity and
clandestinely cherish the stunning church buildings, major institutions,
and corporate outlook. Asacommunity weare going away from our mission.
It is a pity that few bishops keep private bank accounts and institutions.
Recently one of our metropolitans went on a public media and lamented
that the corporate banks shows no empathy to the physically challenged
senior citizens in proceeding eviction for defaulted mortgage payments,
due to that policy he was planning to move all his bank accounts to a
community bank. Interestingly aHindu individual commented with surprise
and wrote back that he is shocked to hear that bishops keep bank
accounts!!!. It is unfortunate that bishops keep secret bank accounts and
does not keep any will or pledge and pass the rights to the common church
fund after they leave this material world. Evidently that money reachesto
unqualified destinations. Quite often the fund collectors appear in America
and Gulf Countrieswith alist of potential donors. Every timeabeliever gave
money to bishops or fund collectors, thinking that the money is going for
the common good. As individuals, we are not sharing the rightful amount
for taking care of the needy in our society. It is acrime if not; we are not
watchful enough in determining that the donations go to rightful hands and
reach those who are in very much need. We should not give a penny to
thoseindividualswho lead aluxury and lazy lifewith no regard and respect
to the common folks. We need to identify and develop a culture of serious
charity. We often afford to spend lavish travel s, luxuriesand parties. Thisis
the story of the material world. Material world deliver material pleasure,
which isinstantaneous and will not last longer than awind.

| have no difficulty admitting it as a fact that H.G Dr. Geevarghese Mar
Osthathios lives through our generation with a classic sign board of love
and sharing. Yet my mind cannot easily digest that our generation brought
about aplethoraof changes, this shepherded distinct in hiswaysand nature
among the preachers of the last century, is seated in a specia chair and
shines by his own.



